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If 

P A PER S 

RELATING to INLAND NAVIGATIONS in IRELAND. 



I. 



Copies of REPORTS, made by the Directors General of Inland Navigation 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and other Papers, . from the 7th October 
1810, to the 20th February 1 S 13 relative to the State of the Affairs of 
' The. Grand Canal Company; together with Extracts from the Minutes of the 
Privy Council in Ireland, upon the case of the Petition and Appeal of The 
Grand Canal Company, in the year 1810: — Viz. 



No. x.— Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal 
company, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel ; 
dated 7th October 1 8 xz. 

No. 2. — Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal 
company, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel ; 
dated 14th November 1812; — inclosing copies of 
the Papers marked (A. B. & C.) 

(A.)— Copy of a Report of the Court of Di- 
rectors to the Grand Canal company at the Half- 
yearly Meeting, held on Tuesday the 29th Septem- 
ber 1812. 

(B.)— A View of the Interest on the Debt, and 
of the indispensable Establishment and Expendi- 
ture of the Grand Canal company; including those 
incurred by working their Collieries; and also of the 
Revenues arising from the Canal and Collieries col- 
lectively, for three years ending 31st August 1812 ; 
showing the Annual Decrease of theirEstablishment 
and Expenditure, and the progressive Increase of 
their Revenues. 

('C.)~ -Copy of a Resolution entered into at 
a Meeting of the Company of Undertakers of the 
Grand Canal: 29th September i8i». 

3-— Copy of a Letter from the Right Honour- 
able Robert Peel to the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation in Ireland; dated zist November 1812; 
enclosing the Papers marked (A. B. & C.) trans- 
mitted in No. 2. 

No. .-Copy of a Letter from the Right Honour- 
able Robert Peel, to the Commissioners of Customs 
in Ireland; dated 24th November 1 8 1 2 ; enclosing 
(No. 1.) 6 

No. 5 — Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot, esq. 

Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal com- 
, pany; dated 1 2 fh December 181a. 

No. 6. — Copy of a Letter from William Gregory, 
esq. to the Directors of the Grand Canal company, 
dated 12th December 1812; enclosing 
Copy of a Report from the Commissioners of 
Customs to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant ; 
dated the 4th December 1812. 

1 ?‘~ C °Py of a Le “er from the Right Honour- 
able Robert Peel, to Daniel Bagot, esq. dared ad 
January 18x3. 

ho. 8, — Copy of a Letter from Daniel. Bagot, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal 
company, to the Right Honourable Robert Peel ; 
oated 30th January 1813. 

0, 9’~— Copy of a Report of the Directors General 
or Inland Navigation in Ireland, to his Grace the 
t-ord Lieutenant; dated 1st February 18 ij;— en- 
closing the Papers marked (A. B.C. D. & E.) 



(A.)— Copy of the Grand Canal company’s 
General Account of Expenditure and Revenue for 
six months, ending 31st August 18x2. 

(B.)— Copy of the View of the Interest on the 
Debt, and of the indispensable Establishment and 
Expenditure of the Grand Canal company, includ- 
ing those incurred by working rlieir Collieries; and 
also of the Revenues arising from the Canal and 
Collieries collectively, for three years, ending 31st 
August 18x2;— showing the Annual Decrease of 
thexr Establishment and Expenditure, and the pro- 
gressive Increase of their Revenues. 

„ of dle State of the Funds Of the 

Grand Canal company, on the 31st August 1812. 

(D.J— Copy of the Evidence given before the 
iJirectors_ General of Inland Navigation • on their 
Enquiry into the Affairs of die Grand Canal com- 
pany, on the 5th and 6th January, and x.st February 

(E.)— Copy of the State of the Funds of the 
Grand Canal company, on 1st January 1813, re- 
ferred to in D. 

No \ I®-— Copy of a Letter from the Right Honour- 
able Robert Peel, to Daniel Bagot eS. dated 4th 
February 1813. 

No. n.— Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal com- 
pany, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated 
5 ™ Fei, I ual T 1 181 3 i—enclosing the Papers marked 
(A. B. C. & D.) 

(A.)— Copy of a Letter from John Rennie, esq. 
Engineer to Directors of the Royal Canal company; 
dated 22d October 1803. 1 

(B.)— Copy of a Letter from John Rennie, esq. 
Engineer to Directors of the Royal Canal company 1 
dated 13th November 1806. 

(C.) — Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal com- 
pany to the Directors of the Royal Canal company : 
dated 30th June 1810. 

(-C-) — Extract of a Letter from the Directors 
General of Inland Navigation in Ireland, to the 
Royal Canal company; dated 23d October 1807. 

No. la. — Copy of a Letter from Daniel Bagot. esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of the Grand Canal com- 
pany, to William Gregory, esq. dated 20th Febru- 
ary 1813 ; — enclosing a Petition of the Directors to 
his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 

No. 13.— Extracts from the Minutes of the Privy 
Council of Ireland, upon the case of the Petition 
and Appeal of the Grand Canal company. In the 
year x8ic. 
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No. l.— Copy of a LETTER from Daniel Bagot, esquire, Secretary to the Direc- 
tors of the Grand Canal Company to the Right honourable Robert Peel, dated 
7th October 1812. 

Si r Grand Canal House, 7th October 18 J 2. 

T HE Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company having learned from public rumour 
that the measure of forming docks for revenue purposes, on the north side of the river 
Liffey, has been abandoned for various reasons, particularly the very great expense which 
the public would incur thereby, the Directors therefore,' with great respect, take the liberty 
of again bringing under the consideration of His Majesty’s Government the advantages 
which, at a very moderate expense, would accrue to the public by the appropriation of the 
Gland Canal Docks, situate on the south side of that river, or a competent part thereof, 
to the proposed object; and they are desirous of renewing the communications that have 
heretofore taken place upon that subject, if it be agreeable to his Grace the Lord Lieute- 
nant ; and they now take the liberty of submitting (briefly) to your consideration some of the 
principal reasons why they conceive that the situation and circumstances of the Grand Canal 
Docks are preferable to any other for the establishment of close docks ; being as follows : 

The facility and expedition with which the plan can be. carried in to -execution, viz, in 
about one year instead of five years at least : 

The very great saving of public money with which the object can be attained, by ap- 
propriating the Grand Canal Docks to the intended purpose : 

The stability of those docks, and the works ' appurtenant thereto, proved now by sixteen 
years experience : ' 

.The abundant depth of water, and the advantage of an ample constant and certain 
supply of fresh water, so necessary for the destruction of; worms, See. attached to the 
bottoms of vessels arriving after long voyages : 

The superior convenience of the situation for the general purposes of trade, and its im- 
mediate connection with the Grand Canal, extending sixty-three Irish miles in one line, 
and- forty-four miles in another, comprising, with the Shannon and Barrow, a navigation 
of three hundred and forty-three Engltsh miles, communicating with the richest and most 
productive part of Ireland : 

The proprietor of the adjoining grounds having offered to dispose, on moderate terms, 
of any part of his ground that might be wanted for the erection of warehouses or other 
biiildings, or to give it in exchange for a quantity equal in value of the ground purchased 
by Government on the north side of the' river. 

The Court of Directors also beg leave to observe that the Grand Canal Docks are much 
nearer to the Custom-house of Dublin, than the London or West-India Docks are to the 
Custom-house of London; and that if it should be thought necessary . or expedient, the 
communication may be shortened and facilitated at a moderate expense, by making an 
entrance into them from the Liffey much nearer to the Custom-house. 

Right honourable Robert Peel, I have, See. 

gee. Sec. See. (Signed) Daniel Bagot. 

Dublin Castle, 26th February 1S13. 

W. Gregory. 



No. 2. — Copy of a LETTER from Daniel Bagot, esq. Secretary , to the Directors 
of the Grand Canal Company, to the Right honourable Robert Peel, dated 14th 
November 1812, enclosing copies of the papers marked (A. B. & C.) 

Sir, Grand Canal House, 14th November 1812. 

IN compliance with yo.ur desire, intimated to the deputation from the Court of Directors 
of the Grand Canal company, which had the honour of waiting on you on the 13th instaut, 
I am directed to transmit to you a copy of the petition which was prepared, and intended 
to be presented to the House of Commons in the last session of Parliament, for a grant 
recommended by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, towards liquidating the company’s debt; 
also a copy' of the report of the Court of Directors at the last half-yearly meeting of the 
company, and of the account therein referred to ; together with a copy of their resolution 
respecting the subject of the sinking-fund mentioned in the report. 

Right honourable Robert Peel, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle, 26th Feb. 1813 
IV. Gregoiy. 



I have, &c. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot. 
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I. 

(A.)— 1 Copy of a REPORT of the Court of Directors, to the Grand Canal Com- Grand Canal, 
.pany at the half-yearly Meeting, held on Tuesday the 29th September 1812. ' ' 

To the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal. N°- -• 

Gentlemen, 

WE cannot but feel great satisfaction in considering; that the Reports which it has fallen 
to our lot to make to the Company are become essentially different from those of our Pre- 
decessors, which were generally occupied with details of the progress of works, accompanied 
with propositions for supplying the necessary funds for the prosecution thereof. 

Not only the several lines of canal undertaken by the Corporation, but also the naviga- 
tion of the river Shannon contracted for by you, being finished, and your, expenditure in 
that respect having of course ceased, little remains to be communicated beyond the state, of 
repair in which those works are, the progress and state of the revenues accruing therefrom, 
and the nature and amount of ,y.our funds. 

Having lately returned from our annual inspection, we have the pleasure to acquaint you 
from, our own view, that the works on every part of the navigation are. in a reasonably good 
state of repair, and are not likely to call for a greater expenditure than works of their 
nature and magnitude usually require. 

The only material circumstance to be noticed on this head is, that in consequence of a late 
failure in part of the masonry of the 2 2d lock on the Athy line,, we were under the 
necessity of taking down and rebuilding one of the side-walls of the lock, for the repair 
whereof the most animated exertions were used on the part of Mr. Stokes, the supervisor of 
your works, under our direction, and the inspection of a Committee of our Boards specially ap- 
pointed for that purpose ; the result whereof was that the Trade suffered le.ss inconvenience 
and delay than we at first had reason to apprehend, and the work was accomplished in as 
short a time, and with as little inconvenience to the Trade, as the circumstances would 
admit. 

In the course of our late annual inspection we took an opportunity of proceeding to 
view the Limerick Navigation. AtKilialoe we found a complete .interruption to the passage 
of boats, in consequence of the water being let off the level immediately below the first lock at 
that place. W e also personally inspected the dam placed across the Doohas Canal, which has so 
long obstructed that navigation : We have not lost sightof this important subject since your 
last half-yearly meeting. In addition to the several representations theretofore transmitted, 
we on the 5, th ultimo addressed a letter to the Directors General upon. that, subject, to which 
we received an answer from them on the. iSth ultimo, intimating that they had submitted 
our letter, with their sentiments on the subject, to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, which we. 
have every reason to believe are favourable to our wishes ; and, in order to expedite, the 
business as much as possible, we intend to prefer a Memorial to his Grace, praying that 
he will order the. navigation to be opened ; and we are not without hopes that our endeavours 
to procure the restoration of this navigation, in which your revenues are so materially 
concerned, will be attended with success. 

On the subject of your finances we have to refer to the, accounts now laid before you ; 
upon which it is to be observed, in the first instance, that your expenditure,, and the interest 
of your debt for the last half year, ended on the 31st day of. August, amou n tecl . to fi fty.- two 
thousand two hundred and forty-nine pounds four shillings and eight pence halfpenny; and 
that your revenues for that period amounted to fifty-three thousand four hundred and forty- 
three pounds twelve shillings and one penny, leaving a surplus in your favour for that half 
year of one thousand. one hundred and ninety-four pounds seven shillings and four pence 
halfpenny. It also appears that the interest and ordinary expenditure, for the year ending 
the 31st. day of August 1810, amounted to one hundred and fourteen thousand three hun- 
dred and- forty-two pounds one shilling and sixpence halfpenny : — For the year 1811 to one 
hundred and seven thousand and ninety-five pounds seventeen shiliings.and fivepence ; and for 
the year 1812 to.no more than one hundred and four thousand six hundred and twelve pounds 
thirteen shillings and sixpence halfpenny; being less than the amount of the year 1S10 by a 
sum of nine thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine pounds eight shillings. At the same 
tune it is observable that your revenues for the year .ending in August 1810 amounted to 
eighty thousand six hundred and twenty-four pounds one shilling and twopence half-penny; 
for the year 1811 to ninety-eight thousand nine hundred and one pounds seventeen shil- 
lings and fourpence halfpenny and for the year 1812 to one hundred and eleven thousand 
one hundred and forty-four pounds five shillings and one halfpenny ; being more than the 
revenues of the year 1810, by a sum of thirty thousand five hundred ana twenty pounds 
three shillings and eleven pence. It also appears that your income for the last haltyear ex- 
ceeclecl. its amount in the corresponding six months by a sum of six hundred and seven ty- 
one pounds seven shillings and nine pence halfpenny, notwithstanding the scarcity of pro- 
visions, the stoppage of the distilleries, and the cheek which the trade. suffered in conse- 
quence of the violent interruption that in the preceding half-year was given by some, mis- 
guided individuals of some of the counties adjoining 'the Canal to the transit of corn and 
other provisions to the city of Dublin, the effects whereof in your revenues were still sensi- 
bly felt in the early part of this last, half year; and also, notwithstanding the temporary em- 
barrassment of the trade, produced by the necessity of rebuilding part of the twenty- 
second lock. Bht, on taking a view of your income for the whole year, ending the 31st clay 
of August last, as compared with the amount thereof for the corresponding year, ending in 
August t8i 1 , there appears to have been an exceeding of six thousand five hundred and 
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I. . thirtv-one pounds eleven shillings and sixpence, of which the sum, of five thousand three 
Grand Canal, hundred and thirty-seven pounds fifteen shillings and three halfpence was included in the 

• dividend made on the 25th day of March last. 

We have the Pleasure to state, that a considerable increase in the trade on the Canal is to 
be expected in the course of the present year; an expectation which we found upon the in- 
crease of agriculture in the neigbourhood of the Canal, the abundance of the present har- 
vest, and upon an unusual demand and competition for stores at Tullamore and Shannon 
harbour; so much so that we have not been able to supply all the traders who have applied 
for accommodation in that respect. r 

W e have also to observe, that the revenues of the passage-boats continue in a state of 
improvement, which is to be attributed in a considerable degree to the aid of the coaches 
stdi connected with that establishment, and running to and from the towns of Birr, Alhlone 
and Ballinasloe, as mentioned in our last report. 

On the 28th day of March last we stated that you had then at your disposal the sum of 
one hundred and eight thousand six hundred and seventy-nine pounds sixteen shillings and 
ninepence halfpenny, consisting of cash in the hands of your treasurer, and of monies vested 
in government securities, including a sum of twenty-four thousand and fifty-three pounds 
eighteen shillings and sixpence halfpenny, vested in a special Committee of three Directors 
as a sinking-! und for reducing your capital stock, pursuant to your resolution to that ellect. 
entered into on the 22nd day of January 1S10 : and also including the value of coals then 
on hands, and about eighteen thousand one hundred and sixty pounds, being the value of 
stock not issued, and of stock purchased with the sinking fund. 

Ihe fund now at your disposal amounts to about the sum of seventy-one thousand five- 
hundred and thirty-seven pounds eleven shillings and fivepence, consisting of the particulars 
stated in the account now laid before you, in which you may perceive that the government 
stock which was rated at seventy-three pounds per cent, is now calculated at only seventy- 
two pounds, being the present market-price, and drat it is exclusive of the sum of eighteen 
thousand one hundred and sixty pounds, the value of your stock not issued, and of your 
6tock purchased with the sinking fund. 

It may also be remarked, that a portion of the fund which was at your disposal on the 
2-8111 day of March last has been applied to the completion of some works under the descrip- 
tion of new works, since finished, but then in progress, to the discharge of some old claims 
in respect of works of that description, to advances on account of raising coals now on 
hands, and towards the payment of your last half year’s dividend. 

In pursuance of your Resolution of the 23d day of May last, by which you authorized us to 
prepare a Petition to Parliament on your behalf, for a grant of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand pounds, upon the conditions specified in Mr. Pole’s letter of the 13th day of April last, 
we prepared a Petition, and sent a special deputation of two of our body to London ac- 
cordingly, who attended Parliament on that service for upwards of a month, in expectation 
of accomplishing the object of the Petition; but at length they were informed by Mr. Pole 
that His Majesty’s Ministers were of opinion, that in consequence of the sudden and un- 
fortunate death ol Mr. Perceval, and the late period of the session to which the business 
had been unavoidably protracted, the measure, as well as some others connected with the 
Inland Navigation of Ireland, could not then be brought forward; but, at the same time, 
that he had no doubt that the business would be taken up by Government early in the next 
session. And he also stated that the measure having been recommended by the Irish Go- 
vernment during his continuance in office, it should have his most cordial support. 

J11 the mean time, considering that an actual agreement has been arranged between you 
and Government for the grant of one hundred and fifty thousand pounds, upon condition ' 
(among others) that you should be restricted from making any dividend on your capital 
stock, except from your clear profits, after paying all the expenses of the Canal, and the 
full legal interest upon your loans ; and also upon condition that you shall add fifty thou- 
sand pounds to the said grant, to be applied towards the liquidation of your debt; and 
taking into consideration the present state of your funds as before mentioned, under all 
these circumstances we do not think that it would be prudent or expedient to declare any 
dividend for the last half year- J 

We have to remind you, that at your last half-yearly meeting you adjourned until the 
present occasion the consideration ot the expediency of entering into a resolution, that the 
government securities, in which part of the sinking-fund had been invested, and the interest 
thereof, and also so much of the Company’s stock as had been purchased, and the dividends 
received upon such stock, and which now form part of the said sinking-fund, be placed at 
our disposal, for the general purposes of the company. And we beg leave to slate that we 
remain of the opinion declared by us, at your last meeting, that it would be expedient so 
to do. r 

We recommend it to you to vest in us power and authority to grant, in your name and 
on your behalf (in case we shall think fit so to do), leases of your lands and tenements men- 
tioned m the schedule now laid before you, to the persons therein named, at rents not less, 
and for terms not exceeding respectively those therein mentioned. 
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(B.) Copy of a View of the INTEREST on the DEBT, and of the Indispensable Establishment and 
Expendituie of The Grand Canal Company, including those incurred by working their Collieries; and 
also of the Revenues arising from the Canal and Collieries collectively, for three years, ending 31st 
August 1812; showing the annual Decrease of their Establishment and Expenditure, and the progressive 
Increase of their Revenues. 




Expenditure and Interest 1 year! 

ending 31st August 1810 - j 

Revenues - - D° - - D° - 



Expenditure and Interest 1 year") 
ending 31st August 181 x - - j 



Revenues - - D* - - D* 



114,342 1 6£ 

80,624 1 2§ £■ s. d. 

33.7' 8 — 4 Deficit in the year ending 31st August 

■ 1810. 

J07.095 17 5 

7,246 4 if Decrease of Expenditure and establish- 
ment in year ending 31st August 
181 1. 

98,901 17 4^ 

— 8 D94 § Deficit in year ending 31st August 



Expenditure and Interest 1 year 7 
ending 31st August 1812 - - j 



Revenues - - D* - D* 



18,277 2 Increase of Revenue in year endin' 1 

31st August 1811. 

104,612 13 6f 

2 >4 8 3 3 10 § Decrease of Expenditure and Establish- 
ment in year ending 31st August 
1812, compared with year ending 
31st Augiist 1811. 

9,729 8 — - D* - D° - 31st August 1810. 

111,144 5 — i 

— — — 6,531 11 6 Surplus in year ending 31st August 

• 1812. 

12,242 7 8 Increase of Revenue in year ending 31st 
August 1812, compared 1 with year 
ending. 31st August 1811. 

30,520 3 10 D° - D° - D° 31st August 1810. 



'A comparative View of the Half Year ending 31st August 1811, and the Half Year ending 31st August 1812. 



Expenditure and Interest six months’) . , 

ending 31st August 181 1 - - J 5 2 >94° ’ *3 

D° - - 3 1st" August 1812 - - 52,249 4 8f 



Revenues six months ending 3ist7 
August 1811 - - - - - j 
D* - - 31st August 1812 - 



£, s. d. 
52,772 4 3 £ 
53-443 12 1 



Decrease of Expenditure six months’) Increase of Revenue six months’) 

ending 31st August 1812 - - J 9 ^ ending 31st August 1812 - -j ° 7 } 7 9* 



(C.)— Copy of a RESOLUTION entered into at a Meeting of the Company of No. 2. 

Undertakers of the Grand Canal, 29th September 1812. 

THE Company having, pursuant to their Resolution of the 28th day of March last, this 
day taken into consideration the subject of the sinking-fund. 

Resolved, That the Government Securities in ivhich part of the sinking-fund has been 
invested, and the interest thereof, and also so much of the Company’s stock as has been pur- 
chased, and the dividends received upon such stock, and which now form part of the said 
sinking-fund, be placed at the disposal of the Court of Directors for the general purposes 
of the Company, it being the recommendation of this meeting to the Directors that they : 
should use every exertion in their power to prevent the stock so purchased from being again . 
put into circulation. 



No. 3. — Copy of a LETTER from the Right honourable Robert Peel, to the 
Directors General of Inland Navigation in Ireland, dated 21st November 1812 ; — 
enclosing the Papers marked (A. B. and C.) transmitted in No. 2. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 21st November 1812. 

I send you herewith, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of the Report of the 
Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company at the half-yearly meeting of the company, 
on the 29th September last. 

A Resolution entered into by the said company, on the same day, on the subject of 
the sinking-fund : 

A statement of receipts and expenditure for three years, ending ist August 1810, 1811, 
and 1812 ; 

79- C And 
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I. And his Grace requests you will take these papers into your consideration, and as soon a 

GrandCanal ; may be convenient report your ^pinj-og. tgereqpoq, wjtR.sucl} Qbsery.ations as .you- may think 

'"•J^.^-General t L-ang&c. 

M inlanq IS ay igation . RSigned) SR. P ee 7 

JJubiin Castle 26th February 1813. 

W .^Gregory. 



No. 4. Copy. ; of a LETTER from the Right honourable Robert' Peel to the Com- 
'• ■' ifii'ssidneiS of'Cbstoiiis in Ireland; dated 24th November 1812;— inclosing (No. 1.) 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Duhli Bi Q w tle,, M tMi( W ^erti&i2 

1 am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant -to, enclose a.copy of, a Letter from. the. Secre- 
V‘?P-, al company,^ dated the 7th of last month, signifying their request of 
thff consideration of Government the advantages which at a verv 
moderate expense, would accrue to the public by the appropriation of the Grand Canal 
Docks, situate on the south side of the riyen Liffiey, ora competent part thereof for' the 
P ur P° se of forming docks for revenue purposes ; also stating their reasons in support thereof 
And his Grace desires you will take the same into your consideration, and report to him voiir 
opinion ^hereupon. • . r J uul 

„ I have, &c. 

Commissioners of Customs, &c. &c. &c. reigned) ^Robert Peel. 

Dublin Castle, 2 5th February 1813. 

W. Gregory. 



5 V?S?Ks of a LE'njER.frpm Daniel B agol, esq. Secretary to the Directors of 
«i'e Grand Canal company, dated 12th December 1812. 

Tftv r , c tv . - . _ -Grand-Canal House, 12th December 1812. 

IDE Couit of Directors of the -Grand Canal company having already, in compliance 
with your desire, intimated to the deputation from their Board, which on the 13th of last 
month*- the: honour bf waiting upon you, transmitted to you a copy of the petition that 
was prepared and intended to be presented to the House of Commons in the last session of 
parliament, foi a grant recommended by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant towards liquidating 
°i “ e ,^S eth T a copy of the half-yearly Report made to the com- 

pany on the 29th day 6f September last, they, the Court of Directors, think it proper to 
^nction and confirm, as they now do, the .declaration made to you by that deputation, viz 
Ihat they and tee .Company app willing to adhere strictly, aqd in tee most unqualified manner, 
to tee arrangement proposed by the Right honourable William Wellesley Role, in his letter 
addiessed to. them by the command of his Grace on the 13th day of April last, including 
ccrtam conditions therein contained ; and the final assent qf the company to which arrant 
the medium of Mr. Pole, by their letter of the 6th 

Z ThbCom-t of Directors also take the liberty of repeating the remark made by that deputa- 
tion that, under an impression that the carrying the before-mentioned arrangement into 
¥ S - S10 -Y ^.'-Pfhament was prevented only by the sudden and unfortunate • 
ddath of Mr Perceval, and the late period ofc tbe session when- the proposed measure was 
KfRnRhiS the, contemplation and confidence- of its 

^ - e 0 f th ® P r f sen t se,sMon earned into execution under the auspices of his 
Giace, the head of the Irish Gqverniqept,,the.. Court of Directors, felt it to 

^ the prinqipuj eonJition "imposed upon them, viz. the suspension- of 
d-rvidend 6n st6'ck!6f tlie; company; anS' thereby, as.far as lay in their*power to 

T,1 - at ^^puldiadd to the one himdred and, 
Mty -tfrausan J to be granted by Parliament, fifty, thqusqnd pounds of the money in 

their tieaSuters hands; dnd that the aggregate, being two hundred thousand pounds should 
.be Jntmedwtfely 'apphed tbwardS'the liquidation of tire company’s debts, in. such manner as, 

Kttv,gat,oa sl,oukl "■"*—* s X2 

also beg leave to observe, that the before-mentioned-measnre now in contemplation " 
rlewlTiTrS the Gra " d Ca ” 1 it having been suggested by the “ctom 

l ■ fl ."ffir 1 PfyWiiW other, measures that had been humbly, sub- 

Sidh aUdhiraS ■ h ? V- r rT ?’ fo | l, tbe . bel ' ctit ol.the company, the security ot their 

and. that, akhoVb that 

reputable Boaid to whom the representation made by the company had been referred bv his 
Grace, have not finally declared an opinion in favour of any ofiL.-nieasures To 12 

S^omVSbM’'' 8 *«. , tb y tu , U y- agree with -the company as to the necessity ol- 

some considerable parliamentary aid. for the purpose of giving perfect security to tMrcn. 

itS’Reotrf of ' <* which® Lt-Board wi pS“ - 
tefms; * nth day of April ,18,1,1, to express themselves in- tile fdijdsving, 

it ‘1 a ke Gr '“i l5 . f fid?- ,s i * great and extensive, work, well-executed- at. last, and with anxious 

coSrce™e 5 E„ 1 ' 

prosperity of this country, and ot little less importance to Great Britain. Let the present 

“ embarrassments 
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• 7 j>?t *«7 Wy, numbers of the' proprietors are irtuo., ’I.. 

V ube U3t.au the united kingdom, bus the benefit of the work, .and the main- .OtAWCM 

‘ t ]Ste*“ ' TO hj ° f “* ® atr, °“ C «“ S enerous consideration of Government and the ~ 

-Alts Gf|pe having already recommended the measure to His Majesty’s Ministers the 
Couit ot Duectors beg leave to express an humble. confidence that he will further it with his 
gracious support in the present, session, founding their expectations in that respect on a con. 

■yichon that no .act las W done by. the Gran? Canal con™ since the srmwJl.t, 




'The Right jlion blc Robert Feel, 
■ fkctiic.iscc. 



I have, Sec. 

(Signed) 

.Dublin Castle, 26th February 1813. 

W. Gregory. 



Daniel Bagot. 



of a LETTER from William Gregory, Esq. to the Directors of the 
(j»rand Canal Company, dated 12th December 1812. 

, • ifr '• c Castle, i>2th December 18112. 

... Y‘1^ n 9 n y™vmg directed . your Secretary’s letter of .the 7 th October last 

. eons.idefatian of the . expediency, of purchasing your Docks or a 
'part of them, for revenue purposes, to be communicated, to the. Commissioners of customs 
j, n 9'y, e »clQse by His Grace s command, a.qopy.of the .answer received from them sV<mrfy- 
riig that they^ continue of opinion that it would not be expedient to purchase those Bocks 
for the purpose proposed. , , . 

. w r v Cfi c-g i. I have,_-&c.’.- ' 

Dublin Castle, cSTebruary 1S13. (Signed) W. dream 

n. uregory. 0 J 

Directors of the Grand 
Canal Company. 

(Inclosure of No. 6.) 

A Copy of a Report from the Commissioners of the Customs to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, dated the 4th December 1812.. , 

• - ; Custom House, Dublin, 4th December 1812. 

May it please your Grace, ,, ii: vs A- 

WE Jiad^the honour of recejv : ing.Mr. f Pee}’s letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing, by-com- 
mmiq of your Grace, a. copy of a letter from .the. Secretary to the Grand Canal- company, 
dated 7th October, signifying, .their request , of , again bringing under 'the consideration, of 
Doverninept,. the advantages >yhiqh pt,?i yeyy (moderate .expense would accrue to the piibjic 
by the appropriation of.^hg Grand Canal- Docks, .situate, op the south side of the river Differ, 
nr a competent, part thereof, for the purpose of Forming' doejes .for revenue purposes ; also 
^i’lhng meir reasons in. supjjprt thpre.o.f. , . And Mr. P.eel having signified your Grace’s desire' 
that we should take the same into consideration, and report our opinion thereupon ; " 

We beg leave to acquaint your. Gr^q x .that we .-do not .see any grounds, to induce 'us to 
alter the opiniop expressed in .opr Representation of the eighteenth September 1810, (in 
which we are confirmed t bj the J i ate i Jlepoi;t.,pf Mr. Rennie ou the proposed new dock and' 
stores,) “ that the contiguity of .the intended dock.and stores, to the Custom House is of 
“.the highest importance, to the d.u,e .cpjjeytioa of., the revenue ; and that .the dock belong- 
ing to the G/ana cf»p.ip^»y. r 'bemg. so distant; and., on the -opposite side of the 

“.river, we are of opinion would produce a very expensive additional establishment of 
“ameers..” , ■ ... . TiC j - ‘ . 

We Leg leave, therefore, to submit to your Grace, that .the plan of the Docks suggested' 
for your Grace’s approval is; that, which is best suited to promote the trade and secure ’ 
the revenues of the port of Dublin. 

We have the honour to be, with- the highest respect 

Your Grace’s most obedient humble Servants, 
(Signed) John Orrnsby Vandelenr , 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, Robert Wynne , 

Sec. Sec. Sec. John Jocelyn, 

Dublin Castle, 26th February Henry Hamilton. 

1813. W. Gregory. 



No. 7.— -Copy of a LETTEIi fi-om the Right honourable Robert Peel to Daniel 
Bagot, esq. dated 2d January 1813, 

-Sir, Dublin Castle, 2d January 1813: ‘ 

I have received and submitted to- his Grace the Lord’- Lieutenant the Letter which 
you addressed to me oa the 12th ultimo, by the desire of the Court of Directors of the 
Grah’ft Cdlia’i company. 

In 
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I. In reference to that part of your Letter, in which it is stated, that under an impression 

Grand Cana' -that the arrangement proposed by Mr. Pole in his Letter of the 13th of April last would 

■ -v/ be carried into execution in this present Session of -Parliament, under the auspices of 

his Grace the Lord Lieutenant remaining at the head of the Irish Government, the 
Court of Directors had felt it to be their duty to perform the principal condition imposed 
upon them; viz. the suspension of dividend on the capital stock of the company' : 

I am directed by his Grace to remark, that he cannot consider the suspension of divi- 
•dend upon the capital stock of the company, when there are not any clear profits from 
the revenue o; t ie canal, in any other light than as the abandonment of a system upon 
which the Directors of the Canal could not have continued to act without exceeding the 
powers vested in them by law. And his Grace cannot admit any claim upon the support 
of the Irish Government to the application intended to be made by the company to l“ar- 
liament for pecuniary assistance, to be founded upon the conduct of the Directors, in thus 
abstaining from 'a measure which has always appeared to his Grace equally impolitic and 
unwarrantable. 

1 am further directed bv his Grace to acquaint you, for the information of the Court 
of Directors of the Grand Canal company, that his Grace has had recent communication 
with His Majesty’s Ministers, upon the subject of the petition of the Grand Canal company, 
which, at the suggestion of his Grace, conveyed in Mr. Pole’s Letter of the 13th of April 
last, it was intended to have presented to Parliament in the last Session of Parliament, 
and which his Grace concludes will be presented in the present session. 

And I am to add, that it is proposed to appoint a Committee of the House of Commons, 
at an early period after the termination of the present recess, to whose consideration the 
petition of the Grand Canal company will be referred ; together with other matters touching 
the state of Inland Navigation in Ireland. 

The attention of the committee cannot fail to be directed to such reports as have been 
made by the Directors General of Inland Navigation, upon the affairs of the Grand 
Canal company; and his Grace will have much satisfaction in finding that the committee 
•are enabled to concur with the Directors General in recommending to the Legislature the 
extension of Parliamentary aid to the Grand Canal company. 

Daniel Bagot, esq. Secretary, I have, See. 

Grand Canal Company. - (Signed) Robert Peel. 

Dublin Castle, 26th February 1813. 

W. Gregory. 



JNo. 8.-*-Copy of a LETTER from Daniel Bagot, esq. .Secretary to the Directors of 
the Grand Canal company, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated the 30th 
January 1813. 

Sir, Grand Canal House, 30th January 1813. 

HAVING laid before the Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company your letter 
of the 2d instant, in answer to mine of the 12th ultimo, acquainting me, for their information, 
that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant had had recent communication with His Majesty’s 
Ministers upoii the subject of the petition of the Company, which at the suggestion of 
his Grace conveyed in Mr. Pole’s letter of the 13th of April, it was intended to have 
presented to Parliament in the last session, and which his Grace concludes will be presented 
in the present session ; — 

I have now the honour to transmit the said petition herewith : And I am directed to ex- 
press the hopes of the Court of Directors that you will be pleased, in pursuance of the 
intention of your predecessor, to do them the honour to present it to the House of Commons 
as soon after the present recess as may be deemed expedient. 

You will have the goodness, Sir, to convey to his Grace the LordLieutenant the most respect- 
ful acknowledgments of the Court of Directors for the intimation conveyed in your letter, that 
his grace will have much satisfaction in finding that the committee are enabled to concur 
•with the Directors General in recommending to the Legislature the extension of parlia- 
mentary aid to the Grand Canal company. 

And the Court of Directors lake this occasion to repeat their humble confidence, that his 
■Grace, having already recommended the measure to His Majesty’s Ministers, will be pleased 
to further it with his gracious support. 

I have, &c. 

Right honourable Robert Peel, (Signed) Dan. Bagot. 

See. Sec. Sec. 



No. g. Copy of a REPORT of the Directors General of Inland Navigation in 

Ireland, to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, dated 4st Feb. 1813, enclosing the Papers 
marked (A. B. C. D. and E.). 

May it please your Grace, Navigation Office, 1st Feb. 1813. 

WE received the honour of your Grace’s commands by the Right honourable R. Peel’s 
letter of the 21st November, enclosing, 

A copy of a Report of the Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company at the half- 
yearly Meeting of the Company on the 29th September last. 

A Resolution 
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A Resolution entered into by the said company on the same day on the subject of the 

sinking-fund : 

A Statement of Receipt and Expenditure for three years, ending 31st August 18x0, 



1811, and 1812 : .... 

And signifying your Grace’s directions that we do. take those papers into our considera- 
tion and as soon as may be convenient report our opinion thereon, with such observations 
as we may think necessary : — 

We immediately wrote to the Directors of the Grand Canal company, and called for 
certain accounts which were necessary for the foundation of further inquiry ; and on the, 
2qth of December received the same,’ copies of which we have the honour herewith to lay 
before your Grace. They are intitled, 

1. General Account of Expenditure and Revenues six months, ending 31st Aug. 1812 : 

2. A View of the Interest on the Debt, and of the indispensable establishment and ex- 
penditure of the Grand Canal company, including those incurred by working their Collieries; 
and also of the revenues arising from the Canal and Collieries collectively, for three years, 
endino- 31st August 1812 ; showing the annual decrease of their establishment and expendi- 
ture, and the progressive increase of their revenues : 

3. State of the Funds on the 31st August 1812. 

By appointment of the Directors we entered upon our inquiry on the 5th of January, and 
humblv lay before your Grace such observations as have occurred to us upon the subject. 

A successful and considerable improvement appears to have been made by the Directors 
in the regulations of their passage-boats, the revenue whereof in this half year produced a 
net receipt of six thousand one hundred and nine pounds two shillings and two pence 
halfpenny. 

The collieries have also produced a considerable net receipt, but as we cannot ascertain 
the amount with precision, we shall, in a subsequent part of this Report, state this matter 



more tuny. . 

The tolls in the last half year produced three thousand eight hundred and ninety-six 
pounds eleven shillings and three-pence less than in the preceding half year, which may 
very well have been occasioned by the interruption to the trade from the accidental and 
temporary failure of one of the locks, and from the other circumstances mentioned in the 
Directors Report ; nevertheless the receipt of the tolls in the entire year, ending 31st August 
1812, exceeded the amount for the preceding year, ending 31st August 181 1, by a sum 
of three thousand nine hundred and fifty-nine pounds four shillings and ten-pence. 

The Directors, in their Report to the Company, state “ That their expenditure, and the 
“ interest of their debt for the last half year, ending on the 31st day of August, amounted 
“ to fifty-two thousand two hundred and forty-nine pounds four shillings and eight, pence 
« halfpenny, and that their revenues for that period amounted to fifty-three thousand four 
“ hundred and forty-three pounds twelve shillings and one penny, leaving a surplus in favour 
“ of the company for that half year of one thousand one hundred and ninety-four ppunds 
“ seven shillings and four pence halfpenny.” 

The general account drawn up by the book-keeper differs somewhat from this statement, 
and shows an exceeding of only one th.ousa.nd and sixty-five pounds eighteen shillings and 
eio-ht pence halfpenny. The differences are of little consequence, and proceed from greater 
accuracy in rendering the later account. But it appears from that account that the balance 
is struck only upon what is distinguished as the permanent expenditure and receipt, and 
does not include the temporary expenditure of one thousand two hundred and forty-four 
pounds eleven shillings and an halfpenny, or the casual receipts of ninety-two pounds three 
shillino-s and ten pence halfpenny. These are sums of actual expenditure and receipt, and 
in our’humble opinion ought always to be included in any comparative statement of general 
expenditure and receipt. Had that been done, the Directors would have stated to the coin- 
pan}.' that there was not any surplus, but a deficiency of eighty-six pounds eight shillings 
and five pence halfpenny in their income -to supply die expenses of the halt year. It is 
true that upon a careful inspection 1 and consideration of the account what we have. now 
staled would have appeared; but although the account be laid upon the table it is proba- 
ble that the Directors Report being read aloud is more attended to, and it seldom happens, 
in the hurry of so numerous an assembly that much inquiry is made into the particulars of 
an account. We therefore humbly repeat the opinion we had the honour to submit to 
your Grace in our Report of the 19th February 1812, that an explicit disclosure of the state 
(whatever it may be) of the Company’s affairs should be made to them by the Directors in 
writing, in their Reports at the half-yearly Meetings of the Company, which should be 
printed, and a copy delivered to every proprietor, at least ten davsbeiore the day of decision 
thereupon, that the company may have reasonable time to consider the subject at large, 
and what resolutions or regulations may be proper for them to confirm or bring for- 
ward. . 

Another article in the general account is also open to observation, viz. the receipt under 
the item of Collieries, Fourteen thousand three hundred and -twenty-seven pounds fifteen 
shillings and five pence. It appears in evidence, that in. that sum is included tin ee thou- 
sand and ninety-five pounds eight shillings value estimated at twelve shillings the ton upon 
five thousand one hundred and fifty-nine tons of coals not yet sold, the real value whereof 
might have been fairly estimated at twenty shillings the ton. In the account pt the state of 
the funds, thirteen thousand pounds is stated as the value of coals on hand, and m that 
quantity are included the same five thousand one hundred and fifty-nine tons, which m the 
general account swell the item of receipt by an amount of three thousand and ninety-five 

70. D pounds 
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I- pounds eight shillings. This item is stated in the same manner as had been done in former 

Grand Canal, accounts-, and upon which we offered our sentiments in our Report of the 19th May 1812. 

' — ~ / We still think that a double credit ought not to be taken for the same article, viz. in one 

account as stock on hand not sold, and in another as actual revenue balancing actual expen- 
diture: Again, as stock on hand, the coals are valued at twenty shillings the ton, but as 

revenue, at no more than twelve shillings ; all this creating a confusion, which it is acknow- 
ledged cannot be reconciled. We therefore repeat our opinion, that one account laid before 

the company should, under as many distinct heads as they may desire, clearly and simply 

state and compare the whole of the expenditure and receipt ; and that another account 
shopld state the means in hand to show the standing sufficiency of the undertaking. We 
will not question that upon a strict investigation of the colliery account, from the first it 
might appear that the sales on the collieries have been duly brought into account, but upon 
the face of die present half-year’s account it seems to us evident that the actual revenue or 
receipt on that article is stated three thousand and ninety-five pounds eight shillings too 
high, in which case the deficiency of revenue must be stated to have been three thousand 
one hundred and eighty-one pounds sixteen shillings and five pence halfpenny, instead of a 
surplus of one thousand cue hundred and ninety-four pounds seven shillings and four pence 
halfpenny, as reported by the Directors. — That this item was so stated in order to show 
the produce of the collieries, is not in our opinion a sufficient cause for the mode adopted ; 
every other item in the account, whether of expenditure or receipt, is a statement of cash, 
though the word cash be not made use of ; the totals, balances and comparisons, are all struck • 
in the. form of a cash account. It is by no means necessary that the item should be stated 
as it is in order to show the produce, because the value of coals raised in the half year, 
above the quantity actually sold, might easily be shown by a marginal note, or might have 
been stated at large in the "Directors Report; their object might thus have been accomplished,, 
and the half-year’s account remained clear ; at present it is not transparent, if we may be 
allowed the expression. 

The company have not concluded upon any proposition, nor have they received any pro- 
posal for the sale of their collieries since our former inquiries. 

The Directors report, “ that, considering that an actual agreement has been arranged be- 
“ tween the company and government for the grant of one hundred and fifty thousand 
“ pounds, upon condition (among others) that they should be restricted from making any 
“ dividend on their capital stock, except from their clear profits, after paying all the expenses 
“ of the Canal, and the full legal interest upon their loans ; and also upon condition that the 
“ company shall add fifty thousand pounds to the said grant, to be applied towards the 
“ liquidation of their debt ; and taking into consideration the present state of the com- 
“ pany’s funds as before mentioned, under all the circumstances the Directors do not think 
** it would be prudent or expedient to declare any dividend for the last half year.” 

The latter part of this paragraph seems to involve the former confusion of the powers of 
the company, and of the court of directors. We conceive that, without any new inhibi- 
tion, the company, and still less the court of directors have not power to declare or 
mqke a dividend except out of the clear profits. We consider the court of directors 
to be bound, under the trust reposed in them, to declare in their half-yearly reports to the 
company what sum of clear profits, if any, be in hand, out of which a dividend may be 
made by the company, and that it belongs solely to the company at large to consider 
whether it would be prudent or expedient to order any, and what, proportion of dividend 
to be paid out of such declared sum of clear profits for the half year ; and if there he 
not clear profits, no sum can be divided. We think it would have been more correct if 
they had stated the fact directly and explicitly, that the charge of interest, and their dis- 
bursements in that half-year, exceeded the receipt of all their income, so that they had not 
any clear profit for dividend. We have already submitted our opinion that their accounts 
should state the total of their entire disbursement,, and the total of their entire receipt, strikiug 
the balance thereon, whether of surplus or deficiency ; and we have stated the grounds of 
our opinion on this point so fully in our former reports that we should not now have 
returned to the - subject, if the Directors had not expressed themselves so as to admit an 
impression that, -if it were not for the circumstances stated, they might have made a de- 
claration of dividend as formerly. Hereafter we presume the purpose of the law will be 
clearly declared by positive prohibition with penal provisions. 

The present capital stock of the company is five hundred and seventy-four thousand 
one hundred pounds, which, with thirteen thousand two hundred pounds of shares un- 
issued and twelve thousand seven hundred pounds purchased with what was called the 
sinking-fund, makes six hundred thousand pounds. 

By the resolution of the company of the 29th of September last, the sinking-fund 
formerly created is abolished, and the amount piaced at the disposal of the Court . of 
Directors" for tlie general purposes of the company. The unissued and the purchased 
stock, amounting to twenty-five thousand nine hundred pounds will not be sent into the 
market at a disadvantage, but remains in the power of the Directors, to be disposed of when 
they shall think it expedient. 

The 'state of the company’s funds on the 31st August last gives the sinking-fund, as 
it stood at the last meeting, twenty-four thousand and fifty-three pounds eighteen shillings 
and sixpence halfpenny;- but as that meeting was held so long ago as the 28th of’ March 
last, and as the sinking-fund had been since abolished, and the Grand Canal stock pur- 
chased by that fund had been vested, in the Court of Directors, to be applied to the 
general purposes of the company, we thought it requisite on the 5th of January to desire 
a state of the funds to be made up to the 1st January 1813 ; and having received the 
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said account, and this day examined thereinto, we herewith lay a copy thereof before 
your Grace. _ ( 

it appears that the funds in hand did then consist of Government stock / s 

at 3I per cent, and interest thereon, valued at 48411 7 6 

In their Treasurer’s hands - g’„ 10 o 

And coals unsold, valued at 20 s. per ton lyiay 



jJJ 



Making together the sum of 



L 69,851 18 



Exclusive of twelve thousand seven hundred pounds in shares of Grand Canal stock pur- 
chased by the late sinking-fund; and eleven thousand pounds in shares not issued of the 
last subscription, with two thousand two hundred pounds, shares not issued upon former 
subscriptions. These may be issued at the discretion of the Court of Directors but the 
accountant has not affixed their value, which cannot be stedfastly ascertained ’until the 
Legislature shall have decided upon their petition. 

The treasurers claim of five thousand nine hundred- and fifty-nine pounds fourteen 
shillings and ten pence, mentioned in our Report of’ the 19th May last, has not been yet 
settled, and still stands included in the balance of eight thousand three hundred and 
thirteen pounds ten shillings and nine pence, stated to be in his hands. 

. Owing to an error in casting up the totals the fund at the company’s disposal is stated 
in the Directors Report to be seventy-one thousand five hundred and thirty-seven 
pounds, eleven shillings and five pence, instead of seventy-four thousand five hundred 
and thirty-seven pounds, eleven shillings and five pence. 

The prospect of the company’s aftairs is very promising : agriculture is in a constant 
progress of increase. The Court of Directors do not abuts in their attention to economy 
and to improvement in the various branches of their management; and upon the whole we 
entertain no doubt, that with the aid of Parliament, and with legislative provisions for 
securing a steady observance of their regulated duties, the prosperity of the company 
will be perfectly established to their increasing advantage, and to the general benefit of 
the United Kingdom. . ° 

All which is submitted to your Grace’s consideration, with the utmost duty and 
respect by, J 

~ , T , T . Your Grace’s most obedient 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and most humble servants, 

&c. Sic. Sec. (Signed) S. Hamilton, R. Rutledge, M. Burke. 



No. 9.— (A.) 

GRAND CANAL COMPANY'S General Account of Expenditure and Revenues for 
six months, ending 31st August 1812. 



To Interest on £. 249,000 Loan Debentures, 
months, due 29th Sept. 1812, at 2 per 
To Interest on £. 918,750 - D* - D° 3 

To Tolls - Drawbacks - 



To Passage Boats - - 

Repairs of Passage Boats - 

General Harbour Returns - 

Incidents - - 

Charges General - 

Charges on Docks and circular Line - 

Salaries - 

Stationery - - _ 

Rents payable - 

Repairs of Locks - - - _ 

Repairs of old Line - - - - 

Repairs of Shannon Line - - A. 

Turnpike - 

Hotel at Portobello, Revenue Account - . 
Hotel at Robertstown - D° - 
Hotel at Tullamore - - D* 

Hotel at Shannon Harbour D® - 
.Collieries 



To Balance 



b | {“To Banagher Line ... 

° “ Kildare Canal - ■ - 

Purchase of Lands, Kildare Canal 
River Shannon Navigation - 
Law Expenses - 



4,980 

27,562 10 - 



4,230 17 
130 3 
724 — 

736 — 
1,209 8 
282 18 
1,929 — 

134 3 
3ii 9 2-H 
654 10 

370 19 

687 2 
24.17 
144 10 
66 11 
47 2 
62 9 
7.547 16 



25 4 9 

649 > 7 
113 s — 
57 1 
400 



19,294 2 6; 



1,244 11 —i 



•9.7H 4 3 
.065 18 8| 



53.322 12 u£ 
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No- 9- — A. — (continued.) 



By Interest on Government Stock 
f By Tolls - 



Passage Boats - - . - 

Parcels and Luggage - 
Dockage - 

Floating and graving Docks - 
Fines - 
"Wharfage - 
Turnpike - - " 

Traders for .repairs of Boats - 
Hotel at Portobello, Revenue Account 
Hotel at Robertstown - D° 

Hotel at Tullamore. - - D° 

Hotel at Shannon Harbour D* 

Rents receivable - 

Pipe Water - - - - 

Collieries - - 



■By Janies Ormsby - 
Sir Janies Bond 
Boat, No. 284, sold 



The above is a true Account. 

(Signed) E. Gcogliegan, Book r . 



5 th January, 1813. 

Sworn before me, 

, (Sigued). S. Hamilton. 



No. 9.— (B.) 

the DEBT, and of the indispensable Establishment and Eependitsr, 
‘ those incurred by mocking their Collieries; and also of he 

Jollieries collectively, for three years, ending 31st August llll . 
Establishment and Expenditure, and the progressive Increase of 



A view of the INTEREST 01 
of the Grand Canal .Company, 
Revenues arising from the Can 
Showing the annual Decrease of their 
their Revenues. 



Expenditure, Establishment, and 
Interest for one year, ending 31st 
August, 1810 - 

Revenues - - D° - - L 9 - 



Deficit in year ending 31st August 1810. 



Expenditure, Establishment, and' 
1 nte rest, for one year, ending 3 1 st 
August, 1811- - 



Decrease of Expenditure and Establish- 
ment in the year ending 3 1st, August 



Deficit in year ending 31st August 1811. 

Increase of Revenue in year ending 31st 
August 1811. 



Revenues 



Expenditure, Establishment, and' 
Interest for one year, ending 3 1 st 
August 1812 - - t *• 



4 Decrease of Expenditure and Establish- 
ment in year ending 31st August 1812, 
compared with August 1811. 

5 i D° - - D° - - 1810. 

10 Surplus in year -ending gistAugust 1812. 

Ql Increase of Revenue in year ending 31st 
- : August 1812, compared with year 
ending 31st August 81 1 . 

D° - 31st August a 8 10. 

A comparative 



Revenues 
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No. 9. — B. — C continued.) 

A comparative View of the Half Year ending 31st August 18x1, and the Half Year ending 31st August 

£. s. d. £. 

Expenditure, Establishment, and Interest, 7 - , Revenues, six months, ending 7 

six months, ending 31st August 1811 ) ^ ending 31st August 18 n -) **' 

j) 0 . . d° . - 31st August 1812 - 52,256 14 3 D° - - 31st August 1812 - 53,322 

Decrease of Expenditure in six months, J 
31st August 1812 - - - -3 



1812: 
s. d. 

4 3& 
12 ui 



5th January 1813. 

Sworn before me, 

(Signed) S, Hamilton. 



.. ’ , Increase of Revenue, six months 7 

689 » 10i enliing 3I „ August, l8l2 55“ 

The above is a true Account. 

(Signed) E. Geoghegan, Book 1- . 



8 8 



No. 9.— (C.) 

GRAND CANAL COMPANY. 



STATE of the FUNDS on the 3 1st, August 1812. 

Sinking Fund, as it stood at last Meeting ------ 

Government Stock £-Sk P er cen£ - £ - 45 ) 59 ^ 1 5 s - at ) 



£.72 per - <£.32,829 3 2 

Balance in the Treasurer’s hands - _ - - 4,654 9 8£ 

Coals on hand ----- ------ 



Grand Canal Stock, as stated at last Meeting r 



£. s. d. 
24,053 18 6§ 

37,483 12 io| 

13,000 

18,160 



£.92,697 u 5 



This is a true Account, subject to such explanations as I am ready to give. 

5th January 1813. (Signed) Edw d Geoghegan. 

Sworn before me, Book r . 

(Signed) S. Hamilton. 



(B.) — Copy of the Evidence given before the Directors General of Inland Navigation, 
on their Enquiry into the Affairs of the Grand Canal Company. 

Grand Canal House, Tuesday, 5th January 1813 -Present, Right honourable S. 

Hamilton, and Mich 1 Burke, esq. Directors General ; Nicholas Fanning, James 

Dawson, and Joseph Husband, esqrs. Directors of the Grand Canal Company. 

Edward Geoghegan, esq. Bookkeeper, sworn, and examined. 

Grand Canal general Account of Expenditure and Revenue for six months, 
ending 31st August 1812. 

A comparative Account for three years ending 31st August 1812, of the 
Expenditure and Revenue of the Grand Canal Company. 

Mr. Geoghegan attested those two Accounts. 

The receipt upon the collieries is ,£.14,327 15 s. 5 d.; is that money actually received 
for the collieries, or is any part of it for coals on hand ? — A part of it is for coals on hand. 

How much? — £.3,095 8s. 

What is the quantity of coals ? — 5,159 tons, valued at 12s. per ton... 

In the account of the state of the funds, the coals on hand are- valued at £. 13,000 ; is any 
part of that sum, and how much, included as received under the article" of collieries of 
£.14,327 15 s. 5 d. ? — In the sum of £.14,327 15 s- 5 d. I have taken credit for the sum 
of £.3,095 '8-s. the amount of 5,159 tons of coals, being the quantity remaining unsold of 
that raised within the last six months, because I conceive the expense of raising that quan- 
tity of coal is included in the sum of <£-7,547 t6s. iof d. on the debit of the account. 

The value, as you have mentioned, being stated at 12 s. per ton, suppose they should be 
sold at 20s. per ton, as you think they might, how would you reconcile the two different 
prices ?— I could not reconcile them ; I cannot make twelve twenty ; and if I had not stated 
the account as it is stated, I should not in my opinion have fulfilled my duty as accountant 
to the Grand Canal company. 1 could have stated it at 20s. and think I was making a fair 
account. 

Do you conceive that the sum credited in that item did in so much anticipate the revenue 
of the company ? — I have already stated that it was a sum not received. 

Was any part of the 13,000 tons of coals purchased ?— No part of that 13,000 tons was 
purchased. 

Was any part of the coals included in the item of £■ 14,327 15s- 5 ^- purchased? There 
was a trifling quantity, and the amount is included in the sum of £- 7,547 1 ^ Si *o\d. on 
the debit side of the account, or in some previous account. 

79- E [By 
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[By Mr. Fanning .] Look to the account intitled, General Account of Expenditure and 
Revenues for the six months ending 31’st August 1812. Do you think that account would 
have been in itself a just or true account of the company’s affairs for six. months, which it 
purports to be, if you had not taken credit for the value of the quantity of coals raised 
within that period? — I do not think it Xvould be a just account if I did not state what 
the colliery produced within these six months, and in so doing I have taken credit for 
<£.3,095 8 s. the amount of coal remaining unsold, as I have before stated, which I believe 
is not their full value. 

Is there in that account any statement of the sinking-fund, Government stock, balance in 
the treasurer’s hands, coals on hand, or Grand Canal stock, stated in the account of the state 
of the funds ? — There is not, except as l, have already stated with respect to coals. 

. What is the title of the account?— General Account of Expenditure and Revenues. 

Do ydu conceive that that purports to be an account of the company’s affairs? — It is an 
account of their affairs, showing the expenditure on their works, and the revenues arising 
from them. 

Do you conceive it to be a money account ? — No, the term cash is not introduced in the 
whole account. 

Do you conceive the column of expenditures to denote cash? — They have been paid in 
cash. 

Do you conceive the column of revenues to denote cash, except as has been mentioned 
in the item of collieries ? — They have been received in money. 

In that account there is a balance of £. 1,065 *8s. 8£d. ; in the striking of that balance 
did you include the temporary expenditure, amounting to £. 1,244 ns. o|d.? — I did not. 

In the half year’s account ending February 1812, among the casual receipts was a sum of 
<£.2,999 7 s • 1 i^- from whence did that receipt arise? — It was a sum received from the 
treasury by a certificate from the Directors General, and therefore was not included in the 
receipt of revenue. 

[Mr. Geoghegan attested the account of the state of the funds of the Grand Canal 
company on the 31st August 1812.} 

The first article is sinking-fund, as it stood at the last meeting, £. 24,053 18 s. 6}>d. can 
you state what it is now ? — I cannot immediately, but will make it out; 

Will you be good enough to make up an account of the state of the company’s funds to 
the 1 st of January ? — I shall. 

In May last the company owed to the bank of Ireland, a sum of £. 20,000; how does that 
debt stand now ? — It has been paid off. 

[By Mr. Fanning']. Is there any credit taken for coals in the general account of receipts 
and expenditure, but for those which were actually raised within the six months ? — There 
is not. 

(Signed) Edward Geoghegan, 
Book r . 

Grand ^Canal House, Wednesday 6th January 1 8 1 3 Present, Right honourable 
S. Hamilton, James, Dawson, esq. Alderman M‘ Kenny, William Hutton, Rich 4 
Fanning, and Hugh Hamilton, esqrs. Directors of the Grand Canal Company. 

Mr.' Bagot. Baniel Bagot, esq. Secretary, sword and examined. 

Copy of the Report of the Court of Directors at the half-yearly Meeting, on the 
29th day. of September. 1812, was presented to 'Mr. Bagot. 

Is this a true copy ? — It is. 

What was the expense of the repairs of the 22d lock, on the Athy line ?— I do not know, 
it is in the bookkeeper’s department; I believe that it exceeded £.6 00. 

What was the delay ? — Mr. Stokes the acting engineer informs me that it was three 
weeks and four days. 

The Report states, that the increase of the income in the year ending 31st August 1812, 
was £.6, 531 11s. 6d. of which the sum of £. 5,337 15s. 1 Id. ivas included in the divi- 
dend, made on the 25th day of March last; out of what fund was the remainder of the 
dividend paid? — I believe out of the remainder of the subscription entered into by the 
company, pursuant *to their resolutions of the 22d January 1810; mixed with the current 
revenues, while the dividend was in a course of payment. 

Has the company received or concluded upon any proposition for the sale of their. col- 
. lieries? — They have not concluded upon any proposition, nor have they received any proposal 
since those mentioned in my former. examination. 

In the resolution of the company on the 29th September last, the company recom- 
mend to the Directors that they should use every exertion in their power to prevent the 
stock purchased by the sinking-fund from being again put into circulation. What do you 
conceive to have been the object of the company in making that recommendation to the 
Directors ? — I conceive that their purpose or meaning was, that the Grand Canal Stock 
purchased with' the sinking-fund should not come again into the market; and. the Directors 
have for the present caused the several shares of Grand Canal Stock so purchased, 
amounting to £. 12,700, to be cancelled, being four shares of £. 250 each, and one hundred 
and seventeen shares of £. 1 00 each. 

Do }'ou conceive that the sinking so much of the stock is contrary to the resolutions of 
the company in January 1810, \yhich were to raise the capital to £. 600,000 ? — I do not 

conceive 



^Granrt^ Canak 
Mr.Geogbegan. 
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conceive it to be contrary to that part which relates to the sinking-fund, which was created 
for gradually reducing the capital stock of the. company to its former amount; viz. 

£. 400,000. But by the resolutions of the 22d January 1810, the Directors have power to 
issue and sell, for the benefit of the Company, so many stock shares as, together with those 
added to the stock by means of that subscription should be necessary, or sufficient to make 
up the capital stock of the company £. 600, 0O0, which power I conceive is still vested 
in the Directors to be exercised whenever they may deem expedient. 

What is at present the total amount of your capital ? — About £. 574,100, the difference 
between which, and the sum of £.600,006, consists of £. 13,200 unissued, as slated in my 
former evidence, and of the £. 12,700 purchased with the sinking-fund, and cancelled as 
above mentioned, which stock amounting to £. 25,900, I consider to be part of the 
disposable funds of the Company. 

[By Mr. Fanning.'] Do you mean to say by the £. 12,700 stock being cancelled that 
it is not at the discretion or the Directors to issue, at some future period, new stock shares 
to the amount of the slock so cancelled ? — By no means. 

Are we now to understand that' the principle of the sinking-fund, as established by the 
company in their resolution of 22d January i8io> is abolished ? — I conceive so, and that the 
new stock to be, issued to make up £. 000,000 must be under the general power before 
mentioned, and not to make part pf any sinking-fund. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot. 

Grand Canal House, Monday, 1st February 1813: — President, Right honourable 
J. Hamilton, Robert Ruttledge, and Mich 1 Burke, esquires, Directors General; 

Nicholas Fanning, esquire, one of the Directors of the Grand Canal Company. 

Mr. Geoghegan s examination resumed. 

Mr. Geoghegan attested the account of the state of the funds on the 1st January 1813. Mr, Geoghegan, 

The sum of <£.8,313 10s. gd. is therein stated to be in the hands of the Treasurer; is 
his claim, mentioned in the former examination, settled? — It is not. 

Are the expenditures and receipts on the river Shannon included in the general account? 

• — Whatever toils have been received are included in the half year’s general accounts under 
the head of tolls; but they are very trifling, and I do not believe that they exceeded five 
pounds in the half year. 

You have put no value on the Grand Canal Stock stated in the account, why ? — Because 
the Directors would not part with it at the present price. 

(Signed) Edward Geoghegan. 

Mr. Bagofs examination resumed. 

How much Grand Canal Stock remains unissued of subscriptions previous to January Mr. Bagot; 
i8io ? — Stock to the amount of about £. 2,200, which I consider to be a portion of the 
funds disposable by the Directors. 

What tolls are collected upon the river Shannon?— At present there is no Shannon toll 
collected on goods carried to or from Dublin, that is on any boats plying on the Shannon 
and also on the Grand Canal to or from that city, with this exception in respect of Dublin* 
the tolls to which the company are entitled on the Shannon, the amount of which l believe 
to be very inconsiderable, were ordered to be levied by a resolution of the Directors, dated 
7th November 1810. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot. 

Mr. Geoghegaris examination resumed. 

[By Mr. Fanning.] With reference to your evidence of the 5th January, in which you Mr. Geoghegan-, 
have stated that you could have taken credit for the coals at twenty shillings instead of 
twelve, will you have the goodness to explain your reasons for not doing so? — -1 considered 
twelve shillings to be about the sum which each ton of coals stood the company in, and 
that they would sell for twenty ; and whatever they sold for more than I stated them would 
make the next half year’s account by so much the better. 

Did you take credit for the coals in the former accounts at the same rate? — We took 
credit for them at twenty shillings. 

[By Mr. Fanning.] In the report of the 29th September last, the fund at the Company’s 
disposal was stated at £.71,537 ms- 5 d. when it should have been /. 74,537 us. 5 d. explain 
the cause of the difference ? — It was an error in casting up the total of the different items. 

(Signed) Edward Geoghegan. 

The foregoing is a true copy of the evidence given before the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation, on- their inquiry into the affairs of the Grand Canal company. 

Navigation Office, (Signed) Fran' French, Sec r . 

1st Feb., 1813. 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



iff 



No. 9-~(E.) 

GRAND CANAL COMPANY. 



State of the FUNDS on the ist January 1813. 

£■ *• d. | £. s. 

Government Stock 3^ per cent. ,£.64,773 
14s. 4 d. at 73 per - 47,284 16 9 

Interest six months, 24 December on D° 1,126 10 gj 

In the hands of the right honourable 
D. Latouche and Co. Treasurers - 

Grand Canal Stock, purchased by sinking- 

fund ------ 12,700 — — 

Grand Canal stock, not issued of last sub- 
scriptions ------ 11,000 I 

Coals on hands 13,127 tons, at 20 s. per 
ton - - - - - - - . 




56,724 18 3J 



Sworn before me, 

istFebr 1813. (Signed) S. Hamilton. 



(Signed) Edw d Geoghegan, 

Book 1- . 



No. 10. — Copy of a LETTER from the Right honourable Robert Peel, to Daniel 
Bagot, esq. dated 4th February 1813. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 4th February 1813. 

I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, transmitting the Petition of the Grand 
Canal company; and in compliance with the request of the Court of Directors of the 
Grand Canal company therein contained, I shall take an opportunity, so soon after my 
arrival in London as it may be expedient, to present the Petition to the House of Commons, 
and to move that it be referred to a Committee of the House to be appointed to take into 
consideration that and other matters touching the state of Inland Navigation in Ireland. 

Daniel Bagot, Esq. I am, &c. 

Secretary to the Grand Canal company. (Signed) B. Peel. 



No. 11. — Copy of a LETTER from Daniel Bagot, esq. Secretary to the Directors 
of the Grand Canal company, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated 6th 
February 1813 — inclosing the Papers marked (A. B. C. & D.) 

Sir, Grand Canal House, 6th February 1813. 

Conceiving it to be our duty to submit some matters to the consideration of his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, and considering your office as the proper medium of any com- 
munication from us to his Grace, we beg leave to state to you, that about the month of 
August last there came into our hands (being transmitted to us from London) a publication 
in print, intitled, “ Papers relating to the Royal Canal company,” ordered by the House of 
Commons to be printed, 27th June 1812; and that about the month of October last, and 
not earlier, there came to our hands, in like manner, another publication, intitled, “ Papers 
“ relating to Inland Navigations in Ireland,” ordered by the House of Commons to be 
printed, 22d July 1812. 

From these publications we received the first information, not only of several matters in 
■which we conceive the Grand Canal company to be essentially interested, but of others in 
respect whereof the propriety of our own conduct as their Court of Directors is in som? 
degree called in question. 

We, in the first place, allude to the earliest of the before-mentioned Publications, con- 
sisting principally, or partly, of a Report of the Directors General of Inland Navigation in 
Ireland, to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, dated 24th February 1812, upon certain Papers 
relating to the Royal Canal company, referred by his Grace to the consideration of that 
Board ; but which Report, we beg leave to observe, appears to relate nearly, if not altogether, 
as much to the conduct and affairs of the Grand Canal company as to those of the Royal 
Canal company. 

The other documents to which we principally allude are the two several Reports of the 
Directors General on the affairs of the Grand Canal company, made to his Grace on the 
19th day of February, and 19th day of May, 1812; of which, though immediately 
relating, to that company whose affairs are intrusted to our management, we had no know- 
ledge or intimation whatever until at the time hereinbefore mentioned we saw them in 
the last of the said Publications. 

But on perusal of the said Reports of 19th of February and 19th of May last, we feel 
it to be our duty to submit to his Grace’s consideration some remarks thereon, and to 

extend 
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extend them in some measure to the former one, and to the observations of the directors I.’ 
general on the memorial of the Grand Canal company to them, against the continuation, Grand CanaL 

with the aid of public money, of the Royal Canal from Coolnahay to Ballymahon, in its 

progress to Tarmonbury. And this we consider the more necessaiy, as we find that our 
forbearing to controvert the statements, opinions and reasonings of the directors general 
in their former Reports, has been relied on as an admission of tlieir being incontrovertible, 

(as in page 224, among others of the last publication) but more especially because, on the 
conference with which you were pleased to honour a deputation from our Board, we 
learned that, from the general tenor of said Reports, and of the other documents published 
therewith, you were, in common with many other persons, led to infer that a matter of very 
considerable moment had formed one of the conditions upon which it had been proposed 
or finally agreed to grant a sum of one hundred and fifty thousand pounds to the Grand 
Canal company, in pursuance of Mr. Pole’s letter of the 13th day of April last, viz.; 
that the Grand Canal company should discontinue their opposition to the extension of the 
Royal Canal, by means or with the aid of public money, to the river Shannon at Tarmon- 
bury by the way of Ballymahon, or by any other line approaching towards, or being 
injurious to the Grand Canal. 

This fact we not only feel ourselves bound to deny, but we wish in the most respectful 
manner to controvert the reasoning of the directors general, on which you may have been 
led to draw such an inference. 



By the last of the before-mentioned publications (pages 3 and 7) it is suggested or 
insinuated that the Grand Canal company are, in their opposition to such proposed extension 
of the Royal Canal, influenced by a; wish to monopolize the market of Dublin, and the 
supplying Great Britain with corn, &c. the produce of Ireland. 

They are thereby (page 104.) at least indirectly charged with having sought to destroy 
the rival prosperity of another canal. 

The charge made against our Board and the Grand Canal company, of having acted 
illegally in the declaring and making of dividends, is repeated in page 224 of the last of 
said publications ; being contained in the Report of the directors general of the 19th of 
February 1812, being long subsequent to the date of the opinions of the two principal 
law officers of the Crown stated in that publication. 

By the before-mentioned Report of the 19th day of May 1812, the propriety and correct- 
ness of the Accounts furnished by our Board to the Grand Canal company at their half- 
yearly meetings, are called in question, and in observing on the Account furnished by us 
of the company’s expenditure and revenues in the six months ending the 29th day of 
February 1812, it is expressly alleged that said Account contains erroneous statements, 
similar to those before submitted to his Grace’s observation; it being at the same time 
left altogether uncertain, whether such supposed erroneous statements were made intentionally 



or by mistake. 

To these serious charges, made not only against the Grand Canal company as a Corpora- 
tion, but particularly against our Board, we conceive that we ought not to give even a 
seeming sanction by our silence, and more especially as our hitherto withholding an answer 
to some of them, has been relied upon as admission of their truth. 

As to the opinion which has lately prevailed, that the Grand Canal company, notwith- 
standing the decision in their favour of his Grace in Council on the late appeal to him, have 
consented or determined to discontinue their opposition to the extension, by the aid of 
public money, of the Royal Canid to the river Shannon at Tarmonbury, by the way of Bally- 
mahon, or by any line nearly parallel or approaching to the Grand Canal, or which would 
be injurious to it, and whereby they would in effect waive or relinquish the benefit of that 
decision, and the clause in the Act of Parliament of the fortieth year of the reign of His pre- 
sent Majesty, whereon, as we conceive, that decision was founded ; we must, in the first place, 
say that such an opinion or report is not authorized by any declaration or act of the Grand 
Canal company, or of our Board; that the discontinuing such opposition formed no part of the 
conditions to be annexed to the grant recommended by his Grace to be made to the Grand 
Canal company ; that any grant to the Royal Canal company for that or any other pur- 
pose was not mentioned in the course of the negotiation which led to the before-mentioned- 
arrangement; and that the Grand Canal company and our. Board were then altogether 
ignorant that any grant to the Royal Canal company, for that or any other purpose, was in 
the contemplation of His Majesty’s government, or of the Directors General. And as to this 
subject, we beg leave to call your attention to that 'part of our Report made to the Grand 
Canal company at their half-yearly meeting on the 28th day of September 1811, (included 
in the last of the before-mentioned publications, p. 216.) in which, after stating that the 
judgment pronounced on the before-mentioned appeal, as we understood, established, or 
rather was founded on the principle that no public money should be granted in aid of the 
making or extending any canal or inland navigation, which would be injurious to any pre- 
existing one; and, after disclaiming that hostility to the Royal Canal company, and that ‘ 
wish for monopoly which had been imputed to us; we expressed our confidence that, in any 
grant of public money applicable to the extension of the Royal Canal, justice and good 
policy would induce.His Majesty’s government to adhere to the before-mentioned principle; 
and at the same time recommending it to the Grand Canal company to promptly, explicitly, 
and publicly avow their determination to claim the benefit of that decision, and to humbly, 
but firmly insist on an adherence to the principle of it. 

Under these circumstances, we suppose that the before-mentioned opinion or report in 
that respect, may be founded on that part of the Report of the directors general to his . 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, bearing date the 19th day of February last, (page 229 of .the 

79. F last 
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last of the before-mentioned publications) wherein they mention that they think the deter* 
ruination of the Grand Canal company, to oppose the legal progress of the Royal Canal to 
Tarniophniy, is inconsiderate, and very ill-timed, in the moment when they resort to 
Government for aid to relieve them from the personal embarrassment which the past ill* 
management of their affairs lias occasioned ; and upon a presumption that the Grand Canal 
company had been influenced by the inference to be drawn from that observation. 

But \ye have reason tp believe that the before-mentioned opinion is principally founded) 
on that part of the Report of the directors general to his Grace, dated 24th February 
last, (page 3 of the first of the before-mentioned publications) wherein they state that they 
consider the Royal Canal company to be entitled, by their charter and repeated statutes 
to carry their navigation from Mullingar to Tarmonbury, without any obligation to lead it 
by any particular place, and that they, are at liberty to choose the cheapest and most advan- 
tageous course, and that they (the directors general) do not think the Grand Canal com- 
pany have a right to obstruct the Royal Canal company in such their progress to Tarmori- 
bnry; they, the directers general, at the same time asserting, that “ though the Grand 
tl . Canal company has such right, it is given up by their contract with that Board, for com- 
“ pieting the navigation of the Shannon, in which they engage that nothing therein eon- 
u tained shall be construed to prevent or preclude any person or persons, who were then by 
u law entitled, to make any navigable communication or communications with the river' 
“ Shannon, on the eastern or left bank thereof.” 

And here give us leave to express our hopes that you will excuse our reciting at large the 
whole of the foregoing passage, contained in that public document, which we have thought 
it necessary to do, not only by reason of its appearing to us to be the principal foundation 
of the opinion or report before alluded to, but because the insertion thereof in that public 
document is, as we admit, tire principal reason of our now taking the liberty of addressing 
you . 

That the Royal Canal company are entitled by their charter, and one or more statutes, 
to carry their navigation from Mullingar to Tarmonbury at their own expense, considering 
the matter to depend solely on a question as to their legal right to do so, we do not at pre- 
sent controvert ; but that they are free from any obligation to lead it (even if executed at' 
their own sole expense) by any particular place, or that they are at liberty to choose the- 
cheapest course, and that most advantageous to themselves, that is to sa}', without regard 
to any injury that may be thereby done to the Grand Canal company, we (though perhaps' 
not now necessary) do absolutely deny. We do assert and humbly insist that, by one of 
said statutes, viz. statute 30th of the reign of His present Majesty, chapter 20, they were and 
remain under an obligation to conduct their canal according- to the line and in the' manner 
delineated and described in and by the map thereof by that statute mentioned to have been , 
lodged with the clerk of the House of Commons, and according to which line and map' 
that canal was originally laid out, and for the execution whereof accordingly the necessary , 
lands were purchased under several inquisitions : and with the utmost deference to the opi- 
nion of the directors general, we do, being so advised, humbly insist that, even if not con-' 
fined by said Act of parliament to a particular line, they by the common law of the land, 
would not be at liberty to choose the cheapest course or that most advantageous to them- 
selves, if thereby thby should: injure any individual or corporate body, the lawful proprie- 
tors of a similar work ; as exemplified in the cases between the owners of ancient ferries/ 
and of bridges held by prescription, and new establishments of the like nature, under the 
authority of Acts of parliament, and with aright vested in the. proprietors to levy tolls for. 
the passage thereof. 

As to the opinion of the directors general, that the Grand Canal: company have not a right 
to obstruct the Royal Canal company in such their progress to Tarmonbury, we have only to . 
observe that, on the appeal from the decision of the directors gencral on that subject, we did; 
before his Grace in council successfully resist and obstruct the right claimed by that com- 
pany to make, by means or with the aid of public money, any progress in that direction.. 
And we humbly conceive that his Grace and the right 1 honourable.: His: Majesty’s Privy. 
Council, including- the chief judges of the land and tlie principal law officers of the Crown, 
did, by their decision on that appeal, in effect establish'd’ recognize that right. 

We request your particular attention to the, following, part of the Report of the directors 
general, . dated 19th February 1812, (page 228) viz. “ As the grounds upon which that 1 
“ reversal was founded- are not staled in the council order, and as this Board has not any: 
“ knowledge of. them, we cannot concur with the Grand Canal company in. presuming what: 
“ were the principles,, upon which the council advised such reversal. It may have been oe-' 
4< casibned by some informality on our pai-t,or by the failure in evidence or argument on the 
“ part of the Royal Canal company, or by other circumstances,, of which we are ignorant.” 
With respect to this matter, we have to observe -that, from the knowledge' which we have' 
of the regularity of the proceedings of the . directors general, we cannot suppose that the re-' 
versal of their decision was occasioned by any informality on their part. And we beg leave 
to state, that the very respectable and intelligent chairman of that board; was, as one of 
His Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council, .present at the hearing of the appeal ; that 
he assisted at the cross-examination of the .witnesses, examined on the part of the Grand 
Canal company, and in the examination of the witnesses produced by the Royal Canal com- 
pany; and that we have reason to believe that he was heard at considerable length by his 
Grace and the other members of the council, in explanation and defence of the judgment of 
the Board of directors general*- for the reversal whereof that appeal had: been brought; but 
-whether he was. present, at, or concurred iu the decision of reversal, we are uninformed- 
,.79. We> 
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We beg leave also, to state that, on the heaving of that appeal, most eminent counsel at- 
tended on the part of the Royal Canal company ; that their acting or assisting engineer, and 
several other persons were .examined on their behalf, and that maps prepared on their part, 
describing and distinguishing the original and their proposed lines for extending their canal; 
were produced for the inspection and consideration of his Grace and the Privy Council • 
and we know of no failure, either in the arguments of counsel or in evidence on that occa- 
sion, on the part of the Royal Canal company; except one failure in evidence, which we 
conceive to be worthy of particular observation, that is to say, one occasioned by their with- 
holding the letters of John Rennie, esquire, their principal or directing engineer, addressed 
to them and bearing date respectively the 22d day of October 1805, and 13th day of No- 
gem b'er 1806, bearing most materially on the subject then under discussion; the produc- 
tion of which letters on the hearing of said appeal had been required by notice on the part 
of the Grand Canal company, and' copies' whereof we now take the liberty of transmitting 
to you for your perusal, and the information of his Grace and the other members of His 
Majesty’s goVernifieftt; 

But we know that several witnesses were produced and examined on said hearing, on' 
the part of the Grand Canal company ; that several written documents and maps, not men- 
tioned or referred to in either of the befoie-mehtioned parliamentary publications, were 
produded and received in evidence ; that it was clearly proved, and as we believe, in such 
rhahner as to fully convince Iris' Grace that the prosecution of the line then proposed by the' 
Royal Canal company/and recommended by the directors general, would be highly inju- 
rious to the Grand Canal company ; so much so, that if the Royal Canal should be ex- 
tended to the river Shannon in ttie manner so proposed, traders on that river would by 
reason of the reduced tolls payable on the Royal Canal, in consequence of the pre- 
vious purchace of a proportion thereof with pubiic money (on the recommendation of 
that measure by the directors general) find it their interest to convey to the Royal Canal, 
and thereby to Dublin, corn and other goods from the southern parts of the fiver Shan- 
rfoh, made navigable partly at the expense of the Grand Canal company, and even from the 
country adjoining the western part of the Grand Canal, passing in their voyages by, and 
. in tome cases through, the entrance of the Grand Canal into that river. 

We know also, and begleave to state to you, that we did, on the hearing of that ap- 
peal, produce strong, and in our judgment, conclusive evidence, and which on a sufficient 
opportunity for that purpose being allowed to us, We are willing to again produce, to shew 
that the prosecution of the proposed line to Tarmonbury was not consistent with either the 
interests of the Royal Canal company, or those of the public— that there are other lines, be- 
ing as we conceive in effect those recommended by Mr. Rennie, more beneficial to them 
and to the public, the execution whereof would be attended with no extraordinary diffi- 
culty. Under these circumstances, and, though we might reasonably have supposed his 
Grace to have been in some degree influenced by the last-mentioned evidence, yet the only 
principle upon which we have presumed to suppose that His Majesty’s most honourable 
Privy Council advised the said reversal, was that probable and reasonable one, stated in our 
Report to the Grand Canal company at their half-yearly meeting on the 28 th day of Sep- 
tember 18 ti, and founded on the clause in the statute 40th of His present Majesty’s reign, 
-chap. 51. sec. 26. viz.— “ That no canal or off- branch from any canal should be authorized°by 
the said directors general to be carried oil, which should interfere with, approach towards, 
or be injurious to, any other canal, without the consent of the company of undertakers of 
such canal.” And in the spirit of which supposition, permit us to observe, the Royal Canal 
company appear to concur with us, inasmuch as, in their petition presented to the House 
of Commons in the session of 1811, they state “ that on the appeal from the order of the 
“ directors general, the Lord Lieutenant and Council were pleased to reverse it, as tending 
“ to the injury of the Grand Canal company — an opinion founded, as the petitioners com 
“ ceived, not' on the small deviation therein mentioned, but on a general view of the conse- 
quences expected to follow from a continuation of the Royal Canal, in any line leading 
“ so far to the southward as Tarmoiibury ; that therefore petitioners considered it as now 
“ finally determined that they must' either renounce all pretensions to aid from the directors 
“ general, or adopt the line to Roosky” — which, we beg leave to observe, is one of the lines, 
and one of the points of junction with the Shannon, recommended by their own directing 
engineer Mr. Rennie, and which now appears to be easily attainable, at an expense, as we 
have reason to believe, not materially exceeding that of the proposed line to Tarmonbury, 
and b,y a line advancing the greater part of the way to Lough Erne. But, whether we and 
the Royal Canal company be right or mistaken in our before-mentioned supposition, and as 
to the principle or principles of that reversal, or the grounds whereon it was founded, we 
must beg leave, with profound deference, to refer to his Grace, and to his noble and learned 
assessors on that appeal. 

■ We have now to advert to a material, we might say, the most material part of the 
foregoing quotation from the said Report of the directors general, dated the 24th day of 
February 1812 ; wherein, after stating that they do not think the Grand Canal company 
have a right to obstruct the Royal Canal company in such their progress to Tarmonbury, 
it is asserted, that “ though they had such right, it is given up by their contract with 
this Board (the directors general) for completing the navigation of the Shannon, in 
■“which they engage -that nothing therein contained shall be construed to prevent or 
“ preclude any person or persoris, who are now by law entitled, to make any navigable 
communication or. communications with the river Shannon, on the eastern or left bank 
hereof.” 

Thisr 



I. 

Grand Canal. 
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X. This passage we mention as being a material one ; not only because it has come to our 

'-Grand Canal, knowledge tlfat many persons, including even some of the proprietors of the stock of 
' both companies, have, in deference to the opinion in point of law, or rather the decision 
of the directors general so expressly and positively declared, been induced to concur with 
their decision as to the proper construction or operation in law of the agreement in the 
nature of a proviso contained in that contract ; but more especially, because we have 
reason to apprehend that such opinion or decision has had some weight with you, Sir, and 
other members of His Majesty’s government. 

Now even supposing the clause contained in said contract and alluded to in the last 
before-mentioned Report of the directors general to have been accurately quoted, we beg 
leave, with deference, to dissent from the construction given to it by that Report ; for we 
•conceive that, in the ordinary sense of the words of that proviso, supposing it to be ac- 
curately or fully stated, their natural and obvious meaning would be, that such contract did 
not mean to affect, alter, or control any pre-existing legal, rights, but that the rights, to 
which any person or persons were then by law entitled, of making any communication or 
communications with the river Shannon on the eastern bank thereof, should remain as they 
then stood, notwithstanding any thing contained in said contract ; or in other words, that 
such right or rights should not be in any manner affected thereby; the consequence of 
which construction would be, that no right of the Royal Canal company to make such 
•communication, nor any right of the Grand Canal company to obstruct the making 
thereof, was by that contract either created or relinquished ; and we are advised that such 
would be, by any. court of justice, considered not only the proper, but the only proper 
meaning and legal operation of such words. In confidence whereof, we are willing that 
the said contract, either as stated by said Report, or as it actually exists, shall be 
referred to any of the law officers of the crown, or to any lawyer of even moderate 
eminence, for his opinion as to their due construction and legal operation, and to recom- 
mend it to the Grand Canal company to be bound by such opinion. 

But we find it necessary to state that, in fact, part of the words of that agreement have 
been (as we suppose by mistake, or as deing deemed immaterial) omitted in the before- 
mentioned quotation. The words of the agreement in that respect being as follows ; viz. 

“ And it is hereby declared and agreed by and between the several parties, that nothing 
“ herein contained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent or preclude any 
“ person or persons whatsoever from making a navigable communication or communica- 
“ tions with the said river Shannon, by the river called the Lower or Little Brusna, or to 
“ prevent or preclude any person or persons, who are now by law entitled, to make any 
“ navigable communication or communications otherwise with the said river Shannon on 
“ the eastern or left bank thereof, to make, use, aud enjoy at his or their own free will and 
‘f pleasure such navigable communication or communications.” 

Thus, what the contract professes to steer clear of meddling with (though this would be 
sufficient for our reasoning) is, not the rights of others, if legally vested in them, of making 
a navigable communication generally with the Shannon on its eastern bank, but, first, the 
contract professes to except from its control their rights (still if by law existing) of making 
such communication by the Little Brusna, and secondly, their right of making use of and 
enjoying whatever communications the law might have authorized them to make. Thus 
cautiously does the contract imply a claim to the protective operation of the law, which it 
is construed to waive and relinquish. In short, as the said contract, of which the last 
before-recited clause or proviso formed a part, was a contract between the directors general 
and the Grand Canal company for the completion, by that company, of the navigation of a 
■ certain part of the river Shannon, which was thereupon to become vested in the Grand 
Canal company, we conceive that the manifest meaning and intent of that particular part 
of the agreement was, that no person or persons then entitled by law to make any such 
communication or communications, should by any thing contained in the said contract be 
precluded from the, enjoyment thereof) by using also the navigation of that portion of the' 
Shannon thereby vested in the Grand Canal company, on payment of the tolls thereby 
limited and ascertained ; and that no right, either on the one hand to make such commu- 
nication, or on the other hand to obstruct the making thereof) can be considered to have- 
been created or relinquished by that contract, or any part of it. And we beg leave to 
observe, that from the circumstance of the Royal Canal company not. having in any manner 
relied on or mentioned that proviso, on the hearing ,of said appeal before his Grace in 
council, it is manifest that the said company did not at any time give to it the construction 
now given thereto by the directors general. 

We now gladly .quit this subject, upon which we entered from necessity, and in defence 
of the essential rights and interests of the Grand Canal company, but at the same time with 
much unwillingness and regret. 

. With respect tp the charges repeatedly made by the Royal Canal company, and as we are 
concerned to observe, seemingly recognized and sanctioned by the directors general, 
imputing. to the Grand Canal a wish to monopolize the market of Dublin, and the supplying 
Great Britain with corn, &c. and imputing to them endeavours to destroy the rival pros- 
perity of the Royal Canal ; .we shall endeavour to combine and consolidate our reply to , 
both those charges, conceiving both to .mean in substance the same thing, or at least to be 
intimately connected with each other. 

The company of undertakers of .the Grand Canal have at all times claimed, and do now 
■claim, a just or equitable right to the carriage by inland navigation of all merchandizes and • 
-other articles between the city of Dublin and the districts of country adjoining'the Grand 

Canal 
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Canal and the southern and middle parts of the river Shannon, including the carriage of T. 
the produce of those districts to the city of Dublin, whether intended for home consumption Grand Canal. 

there, or for exportation to Great Britain; which districts, permit us to observe, do not 1 — J 

comprehend nearly so much as one-tenth part, nor as we might perhaps with truth say, 
r0 t one-twentieth part of Ireland. Upon this right, the Grand Canal company have at all 
times found it necessary to insist, inasmuch as the tolls to be payable to them on the water- 
carriage of such articles by inland navigation, between the city ot Dublin and those districts, 
constitute their principal means for satisfying the demands of their creditors, and their 
expected remuneration for the very great expense and trouble of their undertaking, and in 
fact, formed the main basis of the company’s speculation. 

We conceive that it would be an invasion of such right to encourage, or to permit the 
formation or extension of any other canal in a line so near to the Grand Canal as to render: 
it the probable channel or means of the conveyance of such merchandize and other articles 
between the city of Dublin and such districts ; and this principle, as we conceive, has been 
recognized and acted upon by the legislature, by the insertion of the hereinbefore recited 
clause in the stat. 40th of His presentMajesty’s reign, cap 51. It was upon t.h is ground, and on 
this "round only, that the Grand Canal company opposed the extension ot the Royal Canal, 
with° the aid of public money, by Ballymalion to Tarmonbury ; and it was, as we humbly 
conceive, on this ground that the Lord Lieutenant in council decided in favour of the Grand 
Canal company. But they never claimed, and on the contrary have repeatedly disclaimed, 
as we now again on their part do, a wish to monopolize the market of Dublin, or the sup- 
plying Great Britain with corn, &c. Such a wish would be as absurd, vain and extravagant, 
as disgraceful. We well know that the quantity of corn, which the before-mentioned veiy 
limited districts do or could produce, would be altogether insufficient to supply the 
market of Dublin, and the demand for that article there for exportation to Great Britain 
and elsewhere. The Grand Canal company do not object to the making as many navi- 
gable canals, communicating with the city of Dublin, as the legislature may think fit, 
nor to the measure of the aids of public money that may be given towards the execution of 
Such canals; provided they shall not, contrary as well to public policy as to justice, and to 
common and statute law, be extended into the before-mentioned districts adjoining the 
Grand Canal, or to those adjoining that part of the Shannon made navigable by the Grand 
Canal company partly at their own expense, and the navigation whereof is now vested in 
them, under the before-mentioned contract with the directors general ; and the produce ot 
which districts is already, at least in part, brought to Dublin by the Grand Canal. In con- 
firmation of which assertions, we beg leave to refer to the declaration made in our before- 
mentioned half-yearly report on the twentyieighth day of September one. thousand eight 
hundred and eleven (page 21 6 of said publication of twenty-second July one thousand 
eight hundred and twelve) and which we now again repeat. — That we sincerely hope that 
His Majesty’s government will extend effectual and ample relief to the holders of the 
capital stock of that (i. e. the Royal Canal) company as well as to its numerous creditors ; 
and so far from being influenced by the wish for monopoly, we hope that the useful works 
executed by that company may be preserved, and even extended in such direction or line 
as will be most beneficial to the public, and to the proprietors, without injury to the interests 
of the Grand Canal company. And, more particularly, we beg leave, Sir, to solicit your 
attention to our letter of the thirtieth day of June on6 thousand eight hundred .and ten, 
addressed to the court of directors of the Royal Canal company, a copy whereof we have 
the honour to transmit herewith, and which letter, although a copy of it was submitted to his/ 

Grace in council on the hearing of the said appeal, does not appear in either of the before- 
mentioned parliamentary publications. 

In truth, instead of seeking to destroy what is by said Report of the Directors General of 
the 11th day of April iSn, called the rival prosperity of another canal, the constant en- 
deavours of the Grand Canal company in that respect, have been to prevent the existence of 
such rivalry, by inducing the Royal Canal company to prosecute their canal in such a 
direction as that the two canals may not interfere with each other to the injury of both. 

We cannot quit this subject, without pointing out to you what, so far as relates to the 
proceedings of the Royal Canal company, we must call the address that appears to be made 
use of, in repeatedly intimating that the wish or object of the Grand Canal company is to 
monopolize, and consequently to limit, the supply of corn from this country to Great Bri- 
tain; manifestly calculated to influence, but we will not say resorted to for the purpose of 
influencing, the government of Great Britain, to favour and aid the extension of the Royal 
Canal, in the manner now proposed by them. If, as we admit it ought to be, an increase of 
the supply of corn furnished by this country to Great Britain is Or shall be one of the prin- 
cipal motives for the extension of the Inland Navigation of Ireland, let the means for pro- 
ducing such increase form a subject of solemn and deliberate inquiry, whereon any com- 
pany 'or individuals conceiving themselves interested may be heard, and at liberty to 
produce evidence towards the solution of the following questions ; viz. In what line of 
extension of cither and which of the before-mentioned Canals, or, if such inquiry shall be 
limited to the Royal Canal, in what extension thereof would any given sum, suppose three 
hundred thousand pounds, be expended with most effect, tor accomplishing the purpose ot 
producing such increase. . 

To the charge against our Board and the Grand Canal company, of having acted illegally 
in the declaring and making of dividends, which charge (made on a Board containing among 
its members some who may be presumed not wholly ignorant of law) having been made 
previously to the obtaining the before-mentioned opinions of his Majesty s attorney and 
solicitor general, has been since repeated.- The only answer which we conceive to- be 
necessary, is to be had by a reference to those opinions ; accompanied by an observation. 
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. I, that the only dividends made by our Board, since a great majority of us have been admitted 
->C rand "Canal. into it, has been out of a very considerable fund, raised by subscription among the proprie- 
1 tors of the company’s stock, expressly for the purpose, among others, of continuing divi- 
dends. A considerable part of which fund still remains unapplied -to that or any other 
purpose. 

As to errors supposed to be contained in the accounts or statements of the property, 
annual income, or expenditure of the Grand Canal company, furnished to them by .us front 
time to time at their half-yearly meetings, or to the Directors General on the several inves- 
tigationsby them of the affairs of' the Grand Canal company, we feel ourselves bound to say, 
that such errors, if any, were not intentional on our part, nor can it be reasonably presumed 
that the}’ were so, as all our books on which such accounts were founded, have been at all 
-times accessible to all the proprietors of the company’s stock, and were, together with their 
secretary, book-keeper, and other officers, produced before the Directors General for their 
inspection and examination. 

It is not alleged’ that we have mis-stated any item in such accounts, or introduced any 
improper or .unfounded item ; and the only errors alleged-being in the classing of such items, 
or in inferences drawn from them, we conceive any question with respect thereto, to be a 
sort of technical question depending between the accountants to the two Boards, and a 
. question of the conelusiveness of certain inferences and arguments founded upon facts — not 
. any error or misrepresentation in the statement of the fundamental facts themselves. 

YVe cannot, however, refrain from observing that, in an account stated principally for the 
purpose of exhibiting the progressive improvement in the state of the company’s affairs, by 
shewing their receipts and profits on the one side, and their expenditureon. the other, in the 
half-year ended on the 28th day of February 18-12; it is, as we conceive, by no means ex- 
traordinary, nor contrary to the usual practice in such cases, that, one side of the account 
being debited with the sums expended on the company’s collieries in that half-year, credit 
should be .taken on the opposite side for the value (at the pits mouth) of the coals raised 
■within thesame period, being by so much the cause and the produce of such expenditure, 
even though, by reason of that half-year’s including the winter season, when the collieries 
are difficult of access, such portion of -the produce happened to remain unsold. 

There are .many other statements, reasonings, and calculations in the before-mentioned 
- .publications, that we do not admit, or to which we do not assent ; and several of them that 

we wish mid arc .ready to controvert. But, after the length to which this representation has 
.already extended, we Terrain, Sir, from so doing, for -the purpose of reverting to the principal 
objects of.the present communication with you. 

The Directors General having in the year 1809, declared an intent -on their part -to recom- 
mend a grant of a sum amounting to about seventy-five thousand pounds-to the Royal Canal 
company, as an aid towards extending their -canal from Coolna'oay to Bailymahon in its 
progress to the Shannon at Tarmonbury, said sum being two-thirds of the estimated ex- 
pense of -that part of the -work, the : then Court of Directors of -the Grand Canal company, 
submitted to the Directors General objections in -writing to such proposed grant; they, 
however, recommended it, without giving to the Grand Canal company any opportunity of 
supporting their objections by evidence. Such -their decision was in due form of law ap- 
■ proved of by the lords of his Majesty’s Treasury, without any hearing before them, though 
.requested on the part of the Grand Canal company, by a letter from our Board dated 4th 
December 1S09. In stating these facts, which are unquestionable, we impute nothing either 
. to the -Directors General or to the lords of the Treasury, beyond an error of judgment. 
'.That in -attributing to them an erroneous decision, we are warranted, seems to appear from 
.the reversal of that decision which took place, and which we luimbly conceive, justifies 
that application for a hearing whieli.our company had made. Tnat grant, received also the 
.formal approbation of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, by the signature of M r. Pole, his then 
chief secretary, -after notice to -him (M r. Pole) of the, company being ready to support their 
•objections by arguments and By evidence; he, at the same time, intimating that tire proper 
opportunity for such arguments and such evidence would be on an appeal to his Grace iu 
council; which appeal •having been accordingly brought, the decision as already noticed 
was reversed. 

Notwithstanding that reversal, the Directors General, as we are informed, now recommend 
a grant to the Royal Cana! company of three hundred thousand pounds, being four-fold the 
amount of. the former; not merely as -an aid towards, but as being the full amount of the 
estimated, expense of extending their canal from Coolnahay -to Tarmonbury. 

Qn behalfof the Grand Canal company, on behalfof the whole United Kingdom, and 
even on-behalf of the Royal Caual company themselves, we humbly protest against such 
-intended grant. We, in the name and on the behalf of the Grand Canal company, again 
appeaLto his Grace against such second decision of the directors general; on a similar 
.‘hearing being granted to us, we doubt not a similar result as on the former occasion. YVe 
. assert, and are ready to produce evidence in support of our assertion, that every mile that the 
Royal Canal shall be extended from its present termination at Coolnahay, towards the 
Shannon at Tarmonbury, by any line westward of the town of Granard, will be materially 
•injurious to the . Grand Canal company. We also assert, and are ready to produce evidence 
in our judgment conclusive, that the expenditure of the public money in .the extension of 
the Royal Canal from Coolnahay, by -any line hitherto to our knowledge proposed by 
the Royal Canal company, would be a .waste of the public money.; that a sufficient 
supply of water, for carrying on an extensive trade between the City of Dublin and the 
Shannon by -that line cannot be procured ; that the interest of the Kingdom, and even their 
-own interest, requires that the Royal Canal should be extended in a direction more distant 
from the G rand Canal, and more northern .than any proposed by them .; and lhat such more 

northern 
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northern line, unaccompanied by any extraordinary difficulty, and capable of being at a 
moderate expense provided with abundant supplies of water, is to be found, nay that it has Grand Canal, 
been found and ascertained. In support of which latter assertions, we beg leave to refer v 
to several maps and other documents which were produced in evidence on the hearing of the 
said former appeal, several of which documents do not appear in any of the beforemen- 
tioned parliamentary publications; aiid to the minutes, if any, taken of the testimony of 
witnesses on the hearing of that appeal, and if no such minutes exist, in such case we would, 
if vvc might presume so far, with profound humility, refer to the recollection of his Grace, 
and his right honourable assessors on that, occasion. And, for the same purpose, we refer to 
the. before-mentioned letters of Mr. Rennie, the directing engineer of the Royal Canal 
company, and particularly to the latter part of the latest of them ; and more especially (and 
to which we entreat, your particular attention) we refer to the correspondence of the 
directors general themselves with the Royal Canal company in the year 1807, part of 
which only, viz. a letter or part of a letter from the directors general to that company, dated 
the 23d day of October 1807, has come to our knowledge, and a copy whereof we take the 
liberty of transmitting to you herewith; none of which last-mentioned documents were 
produced to his Grace in council on the hearing of the said appeal, nor appear 
in any of the before-mentioned publications, or to our knowledge in any other. Anri you 
will please to remark that, in the last-mentioned letter of the directors general, they justly 
observe, that they do not conceive that, the circumstance of such more northern line 
being more circuituous than that theretofore proposed, should or would form a conclusive 
objection to it. And, if upon this subject a doubt still remain upon the mind of his Grace, 
we are ready to produce, upon any solemn inquiry which his Grace may think proper to 
institute, what we conceive to be full and satisfactory evidence, from the most experienced 
and eminent engineers in Great Britain and Ireland, in support of those facts which we have 
taken the liberty of submitting to his Grace’s consideration. 

We think it necessary here to advert to a matter repeatedly relied on by the Royal Canal 
company and by the directors general, and Which appears to have had more weight than it 
is reasonably entitled to; viz. that the Royal Canal company are now bound by their charter and 
by one or more Act or Acts of Parliament, to conduct their canal to the Shannon at Tannon- 
bury. This we do not controvert, if they have, or can procure the means of conducting it 
thither, without the aid of Parliament. But we do humbly, and at the same time strongly 
insist, that by the provisions of the Act, whereby a grant of public money shall be made to 
them for the extensiom of their canal, they may be, and if either justice or the interest of 
the public requires it, they ought to be released from that obligation ; and even should 
as a condition of such grant, be required to pursue the line most advantageous to the 
Kingdom. 

We conceive this last-mentioned matter, viz. the present legal obligation on the Royal 
Canal company to extend their canal to the river Shannon, and to make Tannonbury its 
point of junction with that river, to be particularly worthy the attention of his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, as it appears from several of the documents herein beforementioned, to be 
the principal ground on which the Directors General justify their former recommendations 
of grants of public money in aid of the extension of the Royal Canal to that point, and the , 
principal ground on which they appear to rest their present recommendation of the grant 
of a further sum, amounting as we have heard to £. 300,000, for the accomplishment of 
.that measure. • 




utr 



In the observations of the directors general on the memorial of the Grand Canal company, 
{page 35 of the last of the before-mentioned publications) it is stated that the distance from 
Coolnahay, being the present termination of the Royal Canal, to Tannonbury, is about 
24 miles,’ and that the whole expense, after repeated examinations, is estimated at 
£. 186,087. 16s. nd. and that the line proposed by the Grand Canal company, and surveyed 
bv Mr. Killaly, viz. a line from the Royal Canal at Thomastown to the source of the Shan- 
non at Lough - Alfeh, is 67! miles in length, and the estimate on the first rough calculation 
amounts to £. 410,742. 6s. 2d. upon which data or premises, the directors general briefly 
draw a conclusion that they must therefore set that plan aside, as they did the plan made 



upon their own suggestion. 

After observing that it was the. declared opinion of Mr. Killaly, now in the employment 
•of the Directors General, that the proposed extension of the Royal Canal from Coolnahay 
-to Tannonbury, the favourite line of the Royal Canal company, estimated by Mr. Jones 
their engineer at the aforesaid sum of £. 186,087. 1 ^ s - 11£ ^ wou '^. probably cost 
£. 250,006; and that it now appears, that a sum of £. 300,000 is necessary for the execution 
of that line, with possibly some immaterial deviation, we hope that, without being deemed 
•guilty of any disrespect towards the Directors General, we may be at liberty to assert that 
the expenditure of i,’. 410,742. 6s. 2d. in making 67 miles of canal, being at the rate of about 
£. 6,130 per mile, through a country not enjoying the benefit of Inland Navigation, 
■would be more advantageous to the public, and more consistent with sound policy, than 
the expenditure of even the lowest of the above-mentioned sums, in making a canal of only, 
about 24 miles in extent, being at the rate of £.. 7,753 P er ,n 'l e 5 but which, supposing the 
expense to be .£.250,000, would be at the rate of 10,416 per mile,' through a country the 
greater part whereof already enjoys the benefit of Inland Navigation, and to a part of the 
, river Shannon, the produce of the banks whereof now finds its way to Dublin by the 
Grand Canal; more especially as it appears by the; statement of Mr. Killaly, that 
£. 199,868. 5s. 3d. of the before-mentioned sum ot £. 410,742. 6s. 2d. would be ex- 
pended on a continuation of the Royal Canal, not only to the Shannon, bat also to Lough 
Erne; a measure admitted by the Directors General to be extremely desirable. 

79. Rut, 
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But, without now going further into particulars, which we are, however, ready and willing 
to do on a proper opportunity for that purpose being allowed to us, the great and priii- 
"'cipal ground on which we rest and rely, that on which we appeal from the repeated 
decisions of the Directors General, and that on which we challenge inquiry, and solicit the 
examination and reports of Mr. Killaly and of either Mr. Rennie or Mr. Jessop, is this: 
viz. that let the sum be what it may which is proposed to be expended on die extension of. 
the Royal Canal to the Shannon at Tarmonbury, the application of that sum to its ex- 
tension in a more northern direction by the way of Granard, not only to the Shannon, but to 
Lough Erne, hyaline already ascertained, and with a probable off-branch to Lough Neagh, 
would be more beneficial to the United Kingdom and to the Royal Canal company. 

According to the estimate made by Mr. Killaly, the sum of £. 1 27,348, part of the before- 
mentioned sum of £. 186,087. 16s. lid. would extend the Royal Canal to Culdony, near 
Granard, a distance of aif miles, being at the rate of £. 5,923 per mile, the whole of that 
sum, with the addition of £.13,780. 8s. 4 d. amounting together to £.199,808. 5s. 3d. 
would extend the Royal Canal in that direction 29! miles, being at the rate of £. 6,775 per 
mile, to a place called Purtanure, being the point of partition between the respective lines 
to the Shannon and Lough Erne. 

The sum of £.300,000 now, as we hear proposed to be granted for extending the Royal 
Canal to Tarmonbury, a distance not much exceeding 24 miles, being at the rate of 
£. 12,500 per mile, would, with only the addition of £.9,999. amounting in the whole to 
£. 309,909, according to an estimate made by the same engineer, extend that canal to Lough 
Erne,' by the way of Granard, a distance of 47! miles, being at the rate of /. -6,526 per 
mile, 29 miles whereof would at the same time constitute part of an extension of the 
Royal Canal to the Shannon at Lough Allen. 

And so far from the Grand Canal company, as alleged or insinuated in said publication, 
wishing to destroy the prosperity of the Royal Canal company, by resisting the grant of 
public money for the extension of their canal, we do now on the part of the Grand Canal 
company, expressly admit that such extension thereof to Lough Erne, with a future 
prospect of its further extension to the northern and western seas at Lough Foyle and 
Donegal Bay, would be highly deserving of parliamentary aid, as being an object of great 
national importance, within the meaning (as we understand it) of Lord Liverpool’s letter 
of 15th November 1808, addressed to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 

By order of the Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company, 



Right liopourable Robert Peele, 
&c. Stc. &c. 



(Signed) 



Daniel Bagot: 



No. n. (A.) — Copy of a LETTER from John Rennie, esq. Engineer to Directors 
of the Royal Canal company ; dated 22d October 1805. 

Sir, London, 2 2d October 1805. 

I was this day favoured with yours of the 17th, and I contemplate with pleasure the 
opening of the canal. I trust by this time the directors have completed their voyage, and 
are on their way, or at any rate setting out for Mullingar, to dine and spend the evening 
in rejoicing for the happy event. 

It will give me great satisfaction to be able in any degree to forward the interest of the 
canal ; and whenever the business comes before Parliament, no exertion of mine shall be 
wanting for that purpose ; but the great point is to make the survey ; and on this subject 
I said so much to Mr. Murray, and indeed to several of the directors, that I apprehend 
little remains for me to say here ; I will however repeat the principles upon which I think 
this business should be conducted. 

I apprehend the Directors should keep two things principally in view ; first, that of 
forming the best and cheapest line . of canal that can be found between the city of Dublin 
and the river Shannon ; and secondly, to embrace as large a tract of country abounding 
in articles of carriage, as can possibly be done. 

From Dublin to Coolnahay the line being already fixed, nothing can further be done 
here; it is, in point of level, as convenient for branches stretching to the northward as 
can well be wished ; but from Coolnahay, the line I apprehend will require to be altered 
entirely from that already surveyed. 1 would begin the new survey somewhere about 
Lough Allen, in the most convenient level that can be devised for the collieries, keeping 
as much as possible on the lower side of the ground on which they lie; because it is 
easier to bring down the coals from above by railways, than to take them up from 
ground lying under the level of the canal. The point of departure being fixed, I would 
continue a level from thence, till it crosses the line proposed to go to the Shannon ; this 
line may be amply supplied with water, from some one or more of the streams that run 
into Lough Allen. 

The line from Coolnahay to the Shannon at or near Tarmonbury, should be as direct 
as possible, avoiding to the utmost all bogs ; but where deviations from a, straight line or 
jather the most direct line, or rather the most direct course that can be taken, are necessary, 
these deviations should he made to the north, that as great an extent of country be em- 
braced as possible. It will be wise also to have in view branches from the level line from 
Lough Allen, to such large towns as lie near to it, such as Longford, 8cc. 

It is too late to comply with the standing orders of Parliament for the present session, 
because they require that advertisements in the gazette and the provincial newspapers 
should be inserted in September, and plans lodged with- the clerks of the peace ; but this 
anight be avoided, by petitioning for leave to do without them.; but they may require 

notice 
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notice at the quarter sessions. The survey should therefore be made with every possible 
dispatch ; if therefore I can send any land surveyors to assist, I should have much plea- 
sure in doing it. 

Directors of the (Signed) John Rennie. 



Royal Canal Company. 



(13.) — Copy of a LETTER from John Rennie, esq. Engineer, to Directors of the No. n. 

Royal Canal Company; dated 13th November 1806. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, 13th November 1806. 

IN consequence of your directions of the 2d, I examined the line laid down by Mr. Evans, 
for the continuation of the Royal Canal from Coolnahay to the river Shannon, in the course 
of the last week, accompanied by one of your directors, Major General Pratt. 

By this survey, the summit level of the Royal Canal is proposed to extend from Cool- 
nahay to Cartron, a distance of about one mile and a quarter ; at which place it begins to 
descend, and from thence proceeds by Balnacorrig, Abbey Shreule, Kilnecarra, Irshiuriv, 

Clonard, Tuam, Nappogc, Terelicking, Kilcommuck, Moss Town, Ards, Ballyclare, and 
Clonderagh, toTarmonbury, where it is proposed to join the river Shannon. 

The above line is nearly the shortest that the country affords between Cartron and the 
Shannon, but unfortunately it passes through a very difficult and expensive, country, so 
much so, that there are three places, -all of which are one level, so expensive that they 
stagger my courage: these places are, the bog of Balliglarg, the deep-cutting at Tuam and 
Tirelicking ; the first is nearly one mile in length, is principally bog, and the summit is about 
28 feet high; the second is about seven furlongs in length, about 28 feet deep at the sum- 
mit, and is partly bog, and partly, it is to feared, quarry ; the third at Tirelicking, is about 
one mile and an half long, the summit is about 48 feet deep, and the principal part is 
supposed to be rock or quarry; besides, there is an aqueduct and embankment across the 
river Inny, which is on the same level or reach as the deep-cutting ; and there are also 
several pieces of embankment which will be expensive ; the expense of these will be enor- 
mous, and will require a long time to execute, so much so, that if they cannot be lessened, 
or a better line found, they would almost operate in my mind as a condemnation of the 
scheme; I hope, however, that these pieces of cutting, as well as most of the banking, except 
where the line crosses the Inny, may be greatly lessened; but the embankment and aque- 
duct at the Inny will be considerably increased, although by no means in the proportion that' 
the others will be diminished. . 

To remedy in part these objections, it will be proper to keep the line of the canal further 
to the westward, between the north end of the summit level near Cartron and Cloghan, so 
as to raise the level that passes through these pieces of deep-cutting, upon a level of 18 or 
20 feet higher than the present end, to cross the river Inny upon this raised level ; if such 
variation can be adopted, and from the appearance of the ground it seems practicable, a 
very great saving will arise both in money and in the time the works will require for execu- 
tion ; but should this proposed alteration prove on trial impeachable, another line may be 
trifed, namely, that of extending the summit level on the east side of the vale from Coolnahay 
towards Lough Iron, and the crossing the river Inny at Ballynalack, where the "round for 
that purpose is very favourable, and keeping from thence on the north-east of the river 
Inny, on such a level as to pass the two pieces of cutting at Tuam aud Tirelicking on a 
•higher level, and so lessening, if not totally avoiding these difficult and expensive pieces of 
work, and the bog of Ballyglavey will by this line be totally avoided ; by the one or the 
other of these places, I am inclined to think, that if a junction at Tarmonbury is considered 
the best, a much better line of canal than that laid out by Mr. Evans will be found. 

Having now stated my ideas of the best mode of improving the line of the Royal Canal, 
between the summit level aud the Shannon near Tarmonbury, ih will next be a matter of 
consideration with the directors, whether a line in this direction is the most advantageous 
the country affords for the interest of the Royal Canal company; and in order to assist 
them to determine on this very important question, I will state such observations as have 
occurred to me on the subject. I mentioned to the board of directors of the Royal Canal, m 
my letter of the 22d of October 1805, that I apprehended the directors should keep two things 
in view ; — first, that of forming the best and cheapest line of canal that can be found be- 
tween the city of Dublin and the river Shannon ; and secondly, to adopt such as would 
embrace as large a tract of country, abounding in articles of carriage, as could be done. 

The line from Dublin to Coolnahay being already nearly executed, little need be said on 
that subject; I may however observe, that it appears tome, a much better line might have 
been found than this, but it is now too late for such speculations, the best that can be found 
for what is still to do, ought however to be adopted. The line that has been laid down 0 y 
Mr. Evans, passes through a country in many places barren, but this is not all, u is so 
limited in extent on the west side by Loughrea, 'that no great extent of trade from that side 
can ever be expected; on the east of the country it is much better, but there are no towns 
of any considerable magnitude near the line. Longford lies on the north side of a I l t * § e 
of high ground, and cannot have conveniently a side branch to it, and therefore will be 
obliged to communicate with the canal by land, carriage, unless a side cut was to be made 
very circuitous, which would not be advantageous; except therefore that trade will arise 
from the Shannon and the country bordering thereon, the small villages of Ballymahon, 

Barry, and Keana, will afford but little, besides that arising from the passage boats ; now as 
■the Shannon is at present a bad navigation, and even in its best state, when unproved, can- 
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T. not be of the best kind, I am inclined to believe that if a line further north could be adooted 

Grand Canal, it wogld be much more for the interest of the Royal Canal company. 

' — —> 1 would therefore advise that, instead of the Royal joining the Shannon at Tarmonbury 

it should form a junction with it higher up towards Itooskey bridge, and that the line to 
this should keep near to Rathovven, Longford and Newtown Forbes; for this purpose, I 
advise, that a survey be tried from the summit level to cross the river Inny, not lower than 
Ballinalast, but probably higher will be much belter; and that it will pass near Bathowen 
and Edgworth’s Town, and cross the Camlin river a short way above the town of Lon <• ford • 
after crossing the Camlin river, it will probably keep east of Newtown Forbes, aiuffroin 
thence skirt the banks of the Shannon towards Rooskey bridge ; from Rooskey bridge to 
Lough Allen the distance is about twenty-six miles, and the rise about thirty feet six inches 
I would therefore continue the level across the Camlin river at the height of about thirty 
feet six inches above the Shannon at Rooskey bridge, which would admit of a branch being 
made on a level from thence to Lough Allen, whenever it should be judged advisable to do 
so, and the fall from this level to the Shannon being but small, the locks could be placed 
at convenient distances, so as to fall down there, in any way that shall on trial be found 
advisable ; by such a line the principal towns in the county of Longford will be within a 
short distance of the Canal, it will pass through a rich, populous, fertile and extensive tract 
of country, having a sufficient extent on both sides to supply the Canal with ample car- 
riage of provisions, goods and passengers; branches may be made towards Granard, Lou off 
Erne, &c. and it will be really in the direct line to Carnik on Shannon, Boyle and Slmo, 
it will embrace all the county of Roscommon, the county of Mayo, 8tc. See. 8cc.; and when- 
ever a branch is made to Lough Allen, the coals, iron, &c. will have a ready communica- 
tion with the capital ; if a branch should at any future period be made to Lough Erne, all 
the extensive district bordering on that lake will have an excellent and ready line of com- 
munication with the city of Dublin ; its distance from the line of the Grand Canal will afford 
it full possession of the trade of the country through which it passes, without' competition 
and in all human probability will prevent a northern line, which is in contemplation to be 
made from Dublin to Kills, from being extended to Lough Erne,' and thereby lessening, the 
trade of this canal ; and perhaps may even prevent such a line from being made at all° and 
in place thereof, one substituted to join the Royal Canal, which will afford an advantage to 
both far beyond what may at first sight appear. In short, if it should be found practica- 
ble to extend the line of the Royal Canal to the Shannon, in the direction I have men- 
tioned, I am persuaded this extension will be by far the most valuable part of the Royal 
Canal to the subscribers, and of the greatest national benefit. 

I have pointed out the country through which a new line, as far as an eye-survey enables 
me to judge, appears practicable, as well as the improvements which appeal- capable of 
being made on the line of Tarmonbury ; but nothing positive can be said respecting these, 
until the levels have been tried, the sooner therefore surveyors are set at work for this pur- 
pose the better ; and as soon as I shall be furnished with the result of their trials and obser- 
vations respecting the soil, 8cc. I shall set about making a report and estimate of the ex- 
pense of performing the work. 

From the state of the present works of the Royal Canal, I do not think it would be pro- 
per to employ both Mr. Murray and Mr. Jones on these surveys, but Mr. Jones might “be 
conveniently spared to set about the one, and if the directors chose to employ Mr. Towns- 
end, he is an excellent surveyor, he might set about another line, Mr. Murray actually 
looking at both ; this would. greatly accelerate the operation, without any inconvenience to. 
the company in the completion of the present works in hand, and if they report to me from 
time to time, I will render them all the assistance in my power. 

(Signed) John Rennie. 

No. 11. No. it. (C.)— Copy of a LETTER from Daniel Bagot, esq. Secretary to the 

Directors of the Grand Canal Company, to the Directors of the Royal Canal 
Company; dated 30th June 1810. 

Gentlemen, Grand Canal House, 30th June 1810. 

W E presume that the deputation from your Board, which on the 18th day of May last, met 
that appointed by us, for the purpose of conferring and endeavouring to agree on some measure 
or measures, whereby the interests of the two companies might be reconciled, not only with 
each other, but with those of the public (as recommended among other things, by his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant and His Majesty’s most honourable Privy Council) have reported to you, 
ip like manner as has been reported to us by our deputation, that notwithstanding an amicable 
discussion of some length, of our joint and separate interests as combined with those of the 
public; and although there were some matters, of considerable importance suggested on our 
part, to form the grounds of a comprehensive arrangement, for the attainment of the above 
mentioned desirable object; yet that at that meeting no essential matter was finally agreed 
on between them, as being proper to be submitted to the consideration either of his Grace in 
■ cpuncil, or even to your board or ours ; it being, as we have been informed, declared on your 
part, that the proper time for taking into consideration and determining on the matters so 
suggested, would be after the further reciprocal surveys of the several proposed lines of exten- 
sion of the Royal Canal, and estimates of their expense respectively, as also recommended 
by the Privy Council, should have been made, inasmuch as the basis of any such practicable 
arrangement was on all sides admitted to be the giving the Royal Canal a more northern 
direction than that lately proposed by the Royal Canal company, and approved of by the 
directors general ; the expediency of which measure might in a considerable degree depend 
79 ‘ on 
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oonapany, from Coolnahay to I. ■ 

that aaggested by us, in a more /orthern £"* Ca "' 

at Cnldony near Granard, forming part of a common line of extension, not only to°Loueh - 

Eme - Lou f h F oyle,Lo„gh Allen, ffitgo Bay and Lough Neagh, bnt also to Tarmonbmv ta 
ease an extension of the Royal Canal to the Shannon It that pliee should be thoXhTIl! 
sarv or advisable; -on the comparative expense of which lines, apparently conuldtotorv 
evidence had been produced before bis Grace in council, bnt in wS eyidLce we melZ 
formed and believe, no material contradiction or difference really existed • such apSreM 
contradiction having arisen principally, if not altogether, from the circumstance of S“f 
the engineeis of the two companies having calculated the expense of the line bv him severally 
surveyed, on principles and grounds of calculation different from those adopted by the oS 
ot them, iniespect of the line surveyed by him; and particularly by reason of Mr ' Killaly the 
oflaTifonHb company, being, from a more extensive experience in the execution 

“c, C T , , T t!’ ,n T Ca l 0 make amuch greater allowance for incidental expense? 
M?TGl?l?i? S?d ° r allo 7 ed , b y Mr- Jones, your engineer, in his estimate; and by reason of 
Mi. Killaly having introduced into his estimate the expense of the salaries of die persons 
necessary tor superintending the execution of the work ; but for which, if not altogether 
admitted, a sufficient sum had not been charged in that made by Mr. Jones drf your 

tbatsince the said meeting of the deputations from the 
two companies, Mr. Killaly our engineer has, with the assistance of the* map or survey of 
the hue proposed from Coolnahay to Ballymahon, produced on your part to his Grace in 
council, and. the section and estimate of the expense of that line prepared by Mr. Jones your 
engineer, which you were pleased to hand oyer to us, proceeded to make? survey and ait 
estimate of the expense of that line; and that according to the estimate thereof made by 
him, the expense of that line would amount to the sum of one hundred and thirty thousand 
nine hundred and forty-live pounds seven shillings and seven-pence, exceeding by a sum of 
twenty-four thousand three hundred and seven pounds six shillings and four-pence the sum 
of one hundred and six thousand six hundred and thirty-eight pounds one skilling and three 
pence at which Mr. Jones had estimated the expense thereof; and which first mentioned 
sum, the estimated expense of said proposed extension from Coolnahay to Ballymahon (beinw 
a length of only about is miles) it may be material to observe, exceeds by a sum of three 
thousand five hundred and muety-seven pounds nineteen shillings and four-pence the 
u| P exwe ? e!tm T d ¥*• Kl]lal y> °n *» same principles of the said line suggested by 
Heal 111 ™ g ' ab ° U1 21 mJeS ’ fr ° m Thomasto '™ “ the high road at Cnldony 

w™ ' Ve a ? nCe j Va ? TO® t0 me ntion to yon, that Mr. Killaly our engineer having as 
before mentioned, in Ins hands the estimate of the expense of the proposed line from Cool 

HfnSsfj “a ma / 6 V Jo " cs J«* «**», 1- has £ie£ared, on SSS 
principles and grounds of calculation, an estimate of the expense of executing the line 
if SaH-r 1°, ° f ” ear 0ran f d - m S8ested by ns, whereby" it appears that thl SHen“ 

tb! = m such, last-mentioned principles and grounds of calculation, would amoufit to 
°3‘ be saI ? ot ° ,le hundred and four thousand one hundred and fifty pounds nineteen 
shillings, being, by a sum ot two thousand four hundred and eighty-seven pounds two shil- 
mg and three-pence, less than the aforesaid sum of one Irnndre! aid six thousand fix tan! 

it, d f ™ d r bU l ty 'f lg " 01 ! e shlll| ng and three-pence, tile expense of said proposed 

line from Coolnahay to Ballymahon, as Estimated by Sir. Jones pioposcd 

,diid C °f e<) “f' 1Ce ; Vll , ere ” f ? that ’ “Paying the same principles and grounds of calculation 
SSiLt f t a f ld en S me “ s J “ b °* cases, A appears that die expense tt pms™ 
tmg the line su a gested by us, extending northward about twenty-one miles to or near 

^Sita , wesLmSt5Si|toa^“ e ° f PK>P ° Sed '“ te " Si0n ' VeStWard ' ““'j about 

mnM rafiwnuiw&ttller your engineer has also, in pursuance of the recommenda- 
jSS? S“ Jei yS m °f h“f? ura ble Privy Council (as thl same was understood by the 
til ' a , (,n our behalf, and communicated to us,) completed or even proceeded to 1 
make a survey and an estimate ot the proposed line from Thomastown to Cnldony near 
fcScSttdhv m f 7 OZ , MnlUn S at t0 ‘he «me P°b«, common to the several northern 
by us ; but we have reason to be convinced that, when he shall have com- 
ST* “I ” 0 ‘ *i e , tbu " d t0 be "V material difference between the compara- 
simr Z of the said several lines, as calculated by said engineers respectively. At the 
Xto XT. X “ XT *° T"," 0 " “ y °“' that we have not yet received from Mr. 
tin , XTilt T rT ta ‘ T ade hJ him of the proposed line to Ballymahon, or more 
vou a codv of ?jT°rt bUt -Si” aS s0 °?, as *« «WI have received it, we- shall transmit to 
tOM ™d ? 5’ t0 Sf her with a copy ot his estimate of the expense of the line from Tbomas- 

XXe tiTe Tlf T“ y °” W i U “ m nmm “ anSmit to ns of similar 
them from voT * ^ *5“** P ro P“ ed extensions, as soon as you shall have procured 

invelttoXmXll h 5 ‘TT; . But .“ t f r t““ , mg- no doubt that the result of the before-mentioned 
Canal twentv X t lat will clearly appear that the expense of - extending the Royal 
less than thJf “‘m- n01t hward towards the several before-mentioned points, would be 
at Ta mX t d, ° g , “ “T «"»« miles westward to Ballymahon, towards the Shannon 
IHlieal hXX o° n V “° d * thu *«•> da J of JUly, to which day the further hearing. of X 
itliat mi, .... i en tbe nV0 companies has been adjourned, is nearly approaching, we conceive 
c eavours. to settle and agree on an arrangement of such description as before 

mentioned, 
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I mentioned, end which it might he propel- to submit to Government, ought not to be any- 

=» SSs-i sasas stuns a* sas 

msaum&em 

= s K»5 » &’ — * - * 

“i fOT the before-mentioned purposes we now,, 
without further introduction, take the liberty of proposing or suggesting to y on the following 

“ 4 w» application shall be made to the Dhecjors Geneml 

recommend, and to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant and the Lo ds of His Majesty s treasury 
'f a vraut being, as soon as conveniently may be, made to the Royal Canal 
romolnv of a sun? of ei'diry-four thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight pounds eighteen 
ehillh.gs y and ten-pence, as an aid towards the execution of the m 

Thomastown in the count, of Westmeath, to the high road at Cuklo 5 “ * ’ e aoumyoh 
Longford, from the town of Granard in that county, to the city. of ®ublm, nU e^and stead 
,fL ’ of seventv-one thousand ninety-two pounds and ten-pence, neieioioic pro 

K958B®SSSSSfaf5tffc 

and ten at big ^two-thirds of the sum of one hundred and twenty-seven thousand three 
iSStaS&S pounds eight shillings and fu-ee-pe„ce the expense of completing 

the said extension to or near Granard, as estimated by • J ,, jr;ii a ] v * s estimates' 
And here permit us to observe, that though, m such case, supposing Mr. Killalv s estimates 

pounds nine shillings and 

“ sourly so large a sum of 

Shw^monerSdley would have tolpend in ease they shall persevere m their intention, 
of conTLr" tE Sal to Ballymahou, estimated by him at the aforesaid sum of one 
ta„S m,d°«hh.y thousand., ine Lulled and forly-Sve *'SSlytST 

pence, upon receiving for that purpose the aid of public 
one thousand ninety-two pounds and ten-pence recommended by the 

be granted to them, inasmuch ns, in such case they would h ^ t ^Wf™’ s SiWs 
-'"money, the sum 

- oTlenJL thousand four hundred and three 

ninety-eight pounds eighteen shillings and ten-pence, we conceive there ® “ 

disnosal Sf the directors general, with such approbation as before mentioned, a more man 
sufiicient unengaged portion of the sum of five hundred thousand pounds ti “ *e 

disposal by the let of parliament ot the fortieth year of His Majesty i 1 m gn and thong 
we think we have reason to complain that no part ot that fund hath been applied to he 
makimr of mv extension off or off-branch from the Grand Canal, and to entertain some 
jeaLsy of so considerable portions of it having been granted for the 

Canal, vet, for the purpose of forwarding so desirable a measure as that above suggesteu, 
and thereby ensuring our own safety from further injury by the approxnna i .• 

canals^ ^Tea.e willing not only to withhold, for the present, any claim for 
that thud, towards the prosecution of any of the extensions of, , or b l,, 
Grand Canal, which we have submitted to the consideration o theAmecto s gencual , j 
even to join (if thought necessary Ot advisable) in an application to them, ’ 

the Lords of the Treasury, to substitute such increased grant to the Royal Canal compa y 

in the place of that heretofore recommended . , , , w . understand it 

And here we think it proper to mention, that, n it snail jbe objected, (. road at 

lias been already done on the part ot the deputation from Vonr board ) it! tat the bjj 
Culdony, or even the town of Granard, would not be an advisable termination ot J 
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Cafldl, guy answer, in the first place, would be, that as a hfiifjSbravy termination, it would be , I. . • , ' 
at least as advisable and profitable as Ballymahon, being situate inland approaching towards Grand Canal. 

niuoli more’ populous and productive districts of country, uh'aflected bv any rivalry on the 1 * 

part of the Grand Canal. But the answer upon which w6 should principally rely, is, that in 
fclfef manner as you profess that BallytnahoiV is'n'Ot to be the final' termination of the Royal 
Canal,- s'o- W6 admit that Ciild'orty or'Grattaid should not he its final termination. On the 
contrary, vve admit that it should be' extended northward at.- least as fat as Lough Erne ; 
a survey and an estimate of the expense whereof lias been made by Mr. Killaly; and the 
expense whereof,- as- we are infdMied by him, would amOiin't to a considerably less sum 
than the extension of that Canal to Lough Ailed', being its final point or destination, as' 
heretofore proposed; and We' humbly' conceive that, iii like matiner as it is admitted on all 
hands, that it would not : be advisable or proper to extend the Royal Canal to Ballymabon, 

Otherwise than as part of a navigation to Lough Allen; or Tarmonbury at the least; so it is' 
tt> be presumed that the directors general, or His Majesty’s government, would not approve 
of the application of any part of the public money to such extension to or sear Granard, 
without an intention- of afterwards procuring its extension to some decisively advantageous 
point of termination; 

Secondly, We propose that an application shall be made, either jointly or severally, by the 
two corn panics to the directors general, add (if found necessary) to government, to reiease- 
the Royal Canal company from the bargain (in our judgment an improvident one) entered 
into by them with the directors general, as to their tolls on corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, 
potatoes : and iron (being the principal articles of carriage, to Dublin) whereby they arc 
limited to a- toll of one penny per ton per mile on those articles ; and to allow them to 
receive one penny half-penny per ton per mile thereon, as before that agreement: this 
measure, we conceive, comes strictly within the description of those measures whereon it 
was intimated to the two companies, that they should hold a communication ; that is to say, 
sucli as would tend to reconcile the interests of the two companies with each other and those, 
of the public. The Grand Canal company, in their appeal now depending before his Grace 
in. counoil, have complained of the reduction of the tolls on the Roval Canal running- 
parallel to theirs,- to their present low rate, as'very mtich increasing 1 the injury which they’ 
have sustained by the approximation of the two canals, by reason of its producing- a fur- 
ther virtual approximation, as -injurious'to the trade on their canal, and their profits arising 
from- thence, as if the line of the Royal Canal had been situate many miles nearer to the 
Grand Canal than it now is-; for which reason, considering the Grand Canal company ma- 
terially interested in this matter, we hope we shall not be considered as' intermeddiiu<>- in a 
business’ wherein they have no interest cr concern; as to the interest of the Royal Canal 
company therein, we conceive no doubt can be entertained, as We' are con vinced, and of 
which we 'believe you are now fully aware, that, even without taking 'into consideration the 
constant depreciation' of the value of money, lately rapidly increasing, the annual produce 
of a toll of one- penny per' ton per mile on the trade existing or likely to take place on 
any canal in this country, would not he more than sufficient for defraying' the expenses of 
the necessary establishment of officers and servants, and of the repairs of the works ;.and 
that -such restoration of the toll, which the Royal Canal company was originally entitled to 
receive, is indispensably necessary for the purpose' of giving them’ a prospect of deriving 
such a reasonable profit from their undertaking, as may not only enable them to discharge or 
hear their present encumbrances, but to give them an inducement to raise, partly by 'sub- 
scriptions) and credit to raise partly by loans, sums sufficient for extending their canal to 
its point or- points of final ' destination, whatever it or they may be, whether Lougii Erne 
or) Lough Alien; or both ; and we ‘do not hesitate to say, without fear of contradiction on 
your-paVt,- -that without such restoration of their original toll, the Royal Canal company will 
not, consistently with prudence or a due regard to the safety of their creditors, he able to 
raise, either by subscriptions'*)]' loans; sums 1 sufficient for delaying even one-third or' the 
expense-of continuing theircanal beyond either Granard or Ballymabon ; and we expect 
that on a full discussion and explanation of this subject, it will be no difficult matter to con- 
vince the^lirectors general and His Majesty’s Government, that the interests of the public, 
so -far as -they depend on the extension of inland navigation, and the consequent increase 
of, agriculture, >require that that company should not be' left in a state where they may have 
neither spirit nor credit to induce or enable them to proceed on hhelr undertaking. 

Thirdly,. We propose,- as an advisable measure, that the tolls payable on the Grand Canal, 
on; the same- articles of corn,: grain, meai, malt, and flour, ' should be reduced, by purchase with’ 
the public money, to the same rate of one penny half-penny per ton per mile, to which we 
suggest that the tolls- on the same 1 articles carried on the Royal Canal, should be restored. 

And here weihave to mention to you, that as well in furtherance of our own wishes in that 
respect, as in compliance with those of his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, a proposal on this 
subject ort the part -of the Grand Canal company, has been submitted to the' directors 
general, and is now under their consideration, of which matter we think it proper to apprize 
you, as we conceive that upon such equalization of the tolls payable on the two canals 
jii respect: of the principal articles of carriage thereon, no reasonable objection to a junc- 
tion between the two canals would -remain, which might not be removed by an arrangement 
or arrangements easy- to be devised. This measure we conceive to be an object of great im- 
portance; and worthy of particular attention, and one which we conceive would not only he 
highly beneficial to the public, but would, under due regulations, produce great and equal ad- 
vantages to the two companies, in ease the Royal Canal shall in its further progress take such 
more northern direction as proposed by us, inasmuch as, in such case, an expenditure of u 
sum not amounting (as we have- reason to suppose)' to one tenth part of the sum expended 
on either or each of the said canals, and not exceeding one thirteenth part of those expended 
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on both, for the purpose of opening two navigable communications between the ea^l and 
west of Ireland, would produce almost direct inland navigations between the principal 
sea ports and towns in the north, and those situated in the south. Therefore we propose, 

Fourthly, That in case the Royal Canal shall in its further progress take such northern 
direction by the way of Granard, and in case of such equalization of the tolls payable on 
the said principal articles of trade, an application shall be made to government, through 
the medium of the board of directors general, or otherwise for a suitable aid of pubiic money 
suppose two-thirds of the estimated expense (being the proportion in which aids have been 
granted to the Royal Canal company for the prosecution of their undertaking) towards the 
expense of such junction of the two canals. 

The line of junction should, as we conceive, commence from the Royal Canal at Thomas? 
town, immediately or as nearly as conveniently may be opposite to the point where such 
northern line of that canal would commence, and should join at Edenderry an off-branch 
front the Grand Canal,, which has been already made to that town, from which part of the 
Grand Canal such line of junction should be continued front Edenderry, either to Mo-, 
tiastereven (according to a line heretofore surveyed and found easy of execution) 
or to some part of the Grand Canal, near the town of Rathangan, as might be found 
cheapest, or for any other reason most , advisable ; which continuation of the line of 
junction from Edenderry to Monastereven or Rathangun, would be necessary or advisable, 
•jn order to avoid a circuit of several miles in the communication between the north of 



Ireland and the city of Waterford, as well as the several towns and districts situate on 



the rivers Barrow and IS ore, and to prevent an unnecessary consumption of water of the 
summit level of the Grand Canal, by means of boats in taking that circuitous course 
passing through that level and the intermediate locks. 

Several considerable advaniages to be. produced by such junction must be manifest, and 
we s%e not aware of any material objection that could be made to it on your part; but as 
the subject is a new. one, growing out of the prospect of a termination of the rivalry of 
the two companies by the several before-mentioned means, we think it proper to point out 
some of the many advantages to both companies, as well as to the public, which would 
•be derived from this measure, and to give an answer to the only objection on your part 
which has reached our ears. 



The populous and manufacturing northern counties of Ireland, it is well known are deficient 
in corn, and particularly wheat, in which the southern counties, wherewith the Grand Canal 
communicates, are abundant ; and it is equally well known, that therefore the northern counties 
are now supplied with that necessary article, partly by coast-carriage from the south of 
Ireland, but principally by land-carriage from tire counties of Meath aud Louth, but we 
conceive there can be no doubt that if such junction between the two canals as suggested 
by us shall take place, the greater part, if not the whole of that supply would be furnished . 
through the medium of the line of junction, to the great reciprocal profit of both companies ; 
and as it may be material to anticipate and endeavour to prevent any hostile disposition to- 
the measure, on the part of any portion of the kingdom, arising from an apprehension 
of injury thereby, it may not be impertinent here to point out that the produce of 
the counties of Meath and Louth situate on the Irish Channel, when deprived of the 
northern markets, would find a ready and an ample market in Great Britain, through the 
ports of Dublin and Drogheda. 

Such line of junction would produce an immediate conveyance for the stone coal of the 
county of Kilkenny and the Queen’s County (peculiarly suited for manufacturing purposes, 
and the burning of lime, now universally employed in agriculture) into the districts about 
Mullingar and Granard ; whereby at all events the Royal Canal company would be enabled 
to anticipate at least a portion of that profit, which they expect at some future day to de- 
rive from the collieries at Lough Allen. 

The extensive system of inland navigation to be produced by such junction, extending 
in every direction through Ireland, would produce the transit thereby of troops and 
their baggage, and of ammunition and military stores, not only in case of invasion or insur- 
rection, but probably on all ordinary occasions of their removal ; and we hope that we 
shall not be deemed as intermeddling in matters not within our province, by mentioning to 
you, as a circumstance to be. pointed out for the consideration of His Majesty’s Government, 
whether Bruqe Hill, lying in the angle or fork of the two northern lines suggested by 
us, one tending.to Lough Erne and the other to Lough Allen, and which, with great advan- 
tage to the general system of ‘inland navigation, might be completely insulated by a cross 
cut from Kiileshandra westward along the vale of the Croaghan river, reported by Mr. 
Ki.llaly to' be most inviting in respect of the facility of its execution, would not constitute 
a strong as well as convenient northern depot for troops, &c. being about as far distant 
northward from the present central depot at Athlone on the river Shannon, as that now 
constructing at Templemore, in the county of Tipperary, will be distant from it, in a 
southern direction, all which depots might have a communication by water with each ;. 
other, as well as with the metropolis. . And should that measure be adopted, it is mani- 
fest that the two canals, with their off-branches, must to our mutual profit become 
or supersede all the great military roads of this part of the United Kingdom. 

But the great and most material advantage which not only the two companies but the 
public Would derive from such junction, remains to be mentioned; the most artificial parts 
of the two canals respectively, viz. the parts thereof on which by far the greatest number of 
locks, aqueducts, and high and dangerous embankments have been constructed, are 
situate between the city, of Dublin and. those points of each canal where the line of 
junction would communicate with them, there being on the Grand Canal, in that short 

7c. distance, 
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distance, viz. between the sea in the harbour of Dublin and Bdenderry, a distance of only I. 
about 33 miles, twenty-nine locks (some of them double ones) and consequently on the Royal Grand Cana!. 

Canal between the sea at the same place, and the point of junction at Thomastown, v v- — * / " 

about a similar distance of 33 miles, the same quantity of lockage (however it may be 
divided) with only the difference of two locks, that is' to say, the two which will remain 
after deducting from the two locks on each side the present summit of the Grand Canal, 
making together four, the two locks necessary for descending from ihe Royal Canal into 
the Philipstown level of the Grand Canal. We presume that it is unnecessary for us to 
remind you that these complex works of art, and the parts of the canal next” adjoining 
thereto, liable to constant injury from the rapid dux of water through the sluices of the 
locks, are those which require either constant or periodical repairs, whereby the navigation 
must be frequently interrupted ; but should such line of junction as now proposed by us, 
be formed to the. westward on each canal of the before-mentioned chain of locks thereon 
respectively, nothing else would be necessary for the purpose of ensuring a constant inland 
navigation between the city cf Dublin and 'all the interior parts of Ireland communicating 
with either canal, than a regulation between the two companies, or due caution- that the 
periodical repairs of the before-mentioned artificial parts of both canals, should not take 
place or be-going on at the same time ; as in such case the trade between the part of such 
canal situate to the westward of its communication with the line of junction and the city 
of Dublin, might be carried cn by such line of junction and the otherCanal not then under ' 
repair. And permit us here to mention a circumstance, from which we believe we may, 
without incurring any risque of giving you offence, say the Loyal Canal would be much - 
more likely to derive a benefit than the Grand Canal, viz. that', if the trade of either of 
them should exceed the quantity which the locks on it. should be capable of passing in the. 
twenty -four hoars of each day, which near the city of Dublin is by no means improbable, the 
surplus might pass by the other of them not then possessing so extensive a trade- 
And here we conceive to be the proper place to mention the only regulations which 
would in our opinion be necessary, in order to prevent any future jealousy or competition- 
that might be injurious to the two companies (and for which perhaps the sanction of the 
legislature might be necessary) viz. a regulation whereby every boat using any part of 
either of the canals westward ol the part communicating with the- line of junction in irs r 
voyage between the interior of the country and the city of Dublin, and passing through the' 
line of junction, should be liable to the payment of tolls to the same amount as if it had’ 
performed the whole of its voyage on that canal, without passing through the line of 
junction, except when any part thereof situate between Dublin and Edenderry or Thomas- 
town respectively should be impassable by being out of repair, by the making of repairs, 
by want. of sufficient water or otherwise ; the districts of country situate on the part of the' 
line of junction to have the free choice of using either canal. 

•But it has reached our ears that an accession of water to be gained bv the Grand Canal 
from the Royal Canal by such junction, is supposed by some" persons ‘to be our principal ' 
inducement to the promoting or countenancing such junction : in order to remove which 
unfounded suspicion, we think it proper to mention, that such water, as by reason of the 
Royal Canal being higher at Thomastown (the proposed point of junction) than the Grand 
Canal, should pass into the line of junction, could not How into the summit of the Grand 
Canal (the only part of that canal where an addition of water would be desirable) the 
same being many feet higher than the Royal Canal at Thomastown, bur if not diverted 
in its progress, would pass into the Philipstown level of the Grand Canal, now fifteen miles 
m length, and already abundantly supplied with water, partly from the summit of the 
Grand Canal, but principally by the Yellow River and others already flowing into that 
level, which last-mentioned level is capable of being extended southward upwards of sixty 
miles, and in its future extension would acquire the waters of several other considerable 
rivers. And in order to evince our sincerity in this respect, as well as for the purpose of 
pointing out to you the facility of the Royal Canal company’s preserving the water of their 
canal for their own use, we tnink it proper to mention to you that immediately below the 
locks on the line ofjunction necessary for the purposeof descending into that line, and to be 
situate as close as conveniently may be to the present main trunk of the Royal Canal a 
stop-gate or regulating gates might be erected, so as to send by au overfall into the lower 
u- 1 °‘ t le Canal > suctl water as may be used in the passage of such locks of 

Which two, each with a fall of about eight feet, would (as we are informed by Mr. Killaly) 
be necessary, unless a circuit of no very considerable length in the line ofjunction, so as. 
to communicate with- the. Royal Canal nearer to Dublin at the foot of the second lock in. 
that direction, should be thought more advisable ; in which case such stop-o-ate alone 
(without any overfall) would be necessary for retaining in the -Royal Canal its own water. 

Jf government and the Royal Canal company should concur in opinion with us, as to th# 
advantage of such measures to all parties, it would only remain to be considered by whom, 
ana wnh what funds, the work should be executed. On this subject fortunately we should 
not be disposed to enter into any competition with the Royal Canal company. Although 
we are convinced that such line of junction would, subject to the same rate of tolls, be a.9 
profitable as any part of either canal executed at the same expense, wte presume that, pro- 
ting by past experience, you will agree with us in opinion that it would not be advisable 

or either company to undertake it without considerable public aid, suppose in the before 
mentioned proportion of two-thirds of the expense, with aright to charge atollofoue 
penny per ton per mile ; and even with such aid, and on such terms, w-e should not re- 
commend it to the Grand Canal company to become competitors with your company for 

the 
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E the execution of- it; though we think they should not decline: it, if its execution depend on 
Grand Canal, their undertaking it. 

This matter, however, we should be disposed to leave to the election of the Royal Ca- 
nal company ; submitting to you, however, that the execution of the continuation of it 
.from Ed end eery to Uatbangan or Monastereven (for the before-mentioned purposes) would 
most naturally belong, or would with more propriety be entrusted to the Grand Canal com- 
pany ; and that otherwise suc h regulation as before suggested, in order to prevent an injuri- 
ous competition for the trade. of the south of Ireland between the two companies, should be 
extended to the said continuation of such line. 

We are not now able, to state to you the amount of the expense of such last-mentioned; 
•work, but presume that it would not much exceed one hundred thousand pounds. But Mr. 
Kijlally our engineer is now employed in making a. survey of it, together with an estimate' 
of the expense, which vylien completed we shall communicate to you. 

Fifthly, VV'e propose .that, in order to disengage the two companies from, their present 
pecuniary embarrassments, to establish their credit, and enable them, partly by loans and 
partly by further subscriptions, to execute such works connected with their respective, canals, 
as government shall recommend or. approve of, each company shall make a full and candid 
statement of their affairs, comprising their annual incomes and. necessary disbursements, in 
establishment, annual repairs, payment of interest on their respective debts and otherwise;, 
•to bis Grace the Lord Lieutenant and the most honourable His Majesty’s Privy Council, 
and. submit to their consideration. such. measures as may be proper for the above-mentioned.. • 
purposes ; of. which description the measure that most immediately occurs to us, would.be 
a substitution of government debentures, bearing an interest at the. rate of three pounds ten 
shillings per cent.'m the place and stead of the lqan debentures. of each company, now con- 
stituting their respective debts, and. bearing an interest of six pounds per cent. ; whereby a, 
saving of several thousand pounds per annum would be. produced . to the Grand Canal com- 
pany, -and, as we believe, to that of. the Royal Canal. 

'You must be aware that, on making any such-, proposition to. government, each company, 
anjist be prepared to consent to pay into. His Majesty’s treasury the surplus-of their tolls and', 
■other resources, over and above the sums, necessary for.ffefraying. the expenses of their re- 
spective establishments and the annual repairs of, their, wpi^s., and after making. a reason- 
able provision For contingent expenses. At the same time we should not be without hopes-, 
that, on a representation being made of the number and description; of . person? who have : 
vested in the stock of our companies the principal part of their, priyate, fortunes, it might be: 
thought reasonable and advisable to make provision for. the. continuance of a moderate di- 
vidend on the stock of each company, varying perhaps in its amount with .a reference to the: 
-actual situation .and the prospects of' each of them- With, respect to. th.e Grand Canal .com-’ 
pany, the' annual saving that would be madeby such reduction of the, annual, amount of the. 
interest payable by them would bring all their before. annual expenses,, including, the inte- 
rest, of their debt, nearly if not altogether within the agipunt. of their, annual income> so that, , 
if no provision should be made for dividends on. their stock, they .would in this respect re- 
ceive no other favour from , government than 'thedoan.of.. its name and of, its credit:; and, if,, 
unfortunately your, company should be. under, a .necessity ;of : requiring. a more substantial, 
favour, they will, as we conceive, have to < exman and, insist, on their wants andtheh merits., 
with the public.; and , we.. entertain little or .no doubt that, af^er, full statements of .the affairs , 
of both companies, there will be.littlebiffic.uhy in sadsfying.His Majesty’s government that 
some decisive measures, are necessary for their relief; not only for .the purpose of protecting . 
and promoting, the Inland Navigation of Ireland, but for ...preventing the great .public ca- 
lamity and distress which would be produced;, if by any pecuniary embarrassments of 
the two companies,, even of. 'a temporary nature, the property of individuals, ..amounting .to. 
upwards of three. millions, vested . in their debts, and. stock,, should, suddenly become un- 
productive. ' 

Such .are the.me.asijr.es,. which, we . take,, the, liberty. of submitting; to your. consideration as,> 
proper ' tb , reconcile the, interests, of - thg two co.mpani.es with, each other and those, of the pub- 
lic ; and to the accomplishment whereof, our joint effor.ts. should, as \ve conceive, be directed ; . . 
and which, in substance, .may be recapitulated in .very few word?; viz. 

The extension of the.. Royal Canal, by a northern line. . 

An equalization of the’ tolls -payable., oq the two canals, on. the before-mentioned principal, 
articles of. carriage thereon. 

A junction of the twp.Cah.aJs, 

A diminution of the annual expenditures, ,of both companies, .anff , an- establishment of , 
their credit, by a guarantee on the, part of goyenuqpntof the punptpal.. payment of the interest : 
of tlieir respective, debts ,at,a reduced rate., 

For the accomplishment. of, the.three first of .the.before-inentipnqd measures, including the 
reduction of the, toils' .'payqbl.e^ iCahfd on the said enumerated, articles, to the rate- 

of fine penny half-penny per. ton per mile, (to. which Ave, suggest . dial those . of the; Royal 
Canal' should be.; raised)' and for which,. red uc.UQn , >ve, haye required; a sum of . tlnee- 
liuridred and thirteen ihqusand, eight hundred .pounds.,,. it would , be mecessary to apply 
to parliament for an aid . of about five hundred iho,usan.d, pounds* supposing, a fund to be now 
remaining at the . disposal . of, tlie,4hqc,tors general sufficient for .the payment of the fiefore- 
mehtioried aid of eighty rfoai: ..thousand) eight hundred , and .ninety-eight, pounds eighteen ... 
shillings and teiirpence, 'towards, the. extension, of the. Royal Canal, from Thqma?town to 
Culdoiiy' 'neahGrahakl, . and ^supppsifig ^lat government. should, be disposed to grant aids in 
the same proportion' .fovyards. the. .execiition. of the, remainder of said proposed, works; Inasr. 
much as the expense of further extending the Royal Canal from Culdony to Lough Erne 
(as estimated by Mr. Killaly) would amount to one hundred and eighty-two thousand six 

hundred 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



INLAND NAVIGATIONS OF IRELAND. 33 

■Wiled and fifty pounds nine shillings and ten-pence, two-thirds whereof would bo one 
hundred and menu-one thousand seven hundred and sixty-six pounds nineteen shil mgs and ^ 
renoence and cal'culatlng 'the expense of such line of junction at one hundred thousand 
l „,mds two-thirds whereof would be sixty-six- thousand six hundred and sixty-six politics 
thirteen shillings and four-pence, which two several sums of one hundred and twenty-one 
tiiousand seveii hundred and sixty-six pounds nineteen shillings and ten-pence, and sixty- 
si x thousand six hundred and sixty-six pounds thirteen shillings and foul-pence, being 
added to the before-mentioned sum of three hundred and thirteen thousand eight hundred 
pounds, would amount in the whole' to five hundred and two thousand two hundred and 
tiiii -tv-three pounds thirteen shillings and two-pence. ■ 

-. 111 Tips sum, considerable as it may appear, we entertain sanguine expectations might 
be obtained' 'from Parliament, through the recommendation of his Grace the Lord L.ou- 
K-uant if bv our united representations we should succeed ra impressing him wB tt, 
importance and expediency of the proposed measures; which expectations we framed in 
a K degree of a conviction of their beintr objects ot great national importance, 
“iftin the true meaning of Lord Hawkesbury’s Tetter of the 15th day ot November-r8o8, 

, 0 !,: s Grace, on the subject of the Inland Navigation ol Ireland. 

■ If that sum -should be thought too considerable to be raised for such purposes in one 

veal- it might be proper to point out, that as the execution ot the belore-mentioned 
works would require about live years, it would not be necessary to make provision tor mole 
than one-fifth of such aids in, any one year- ; and m order to bung the sum to be fjmM 
W Parliament in any- one year, to a sum not materially exceeding one hundred thou- 
sand pounds, we should be willing to recommend it to the Grand Canal company, to 
accept of the purchase monev of the before-mentioned part ol the tolls, by live ycaily 
payments; an addition being made to the principal sum, equivalent to the loss to be sus- 
rained by the delay of payment. „ . > 

- We presume that neither in the project or general arrangement hereinbefore suggested, 
nor in our letter to the directors general relative to the sale ot our tolls (if commu- 
nicated to you, and to which we have no objection) yon will discover much, if any, 
partiality to the Grand Canal company, or any of that hostile disposition towards the 
Royal Canal company, which has been imputed to our board. All the new works which 
we propose, are extensions directly and exclusively from your canal, except one ot very 

moderate expense, common to both canals. It the tolls ot the Royal Canal company 
shall be restored to their original amount or rate, as proposed or solicited by us, they 
will in effect have obtained a gratuitous grant of about ninety-five thousand pounds of 
public money, being the price paid for. the reduction thereof. And, m our proposal to 
the directors general for a sale of a portion of -the tolls of tire Grand Canal company, 

■ have proposed to deduct a very considerable sum from what we conceive to be the 

fair and ieasonable .value thereof, as a contribution -op our part to the expense of ex- 
tending the Royal Canal in a northen direction, instead ol that western oae, which we 
consider injurious to the Grand Canal. , ■ ■ 

You may observe, that in this communication with you, we have avoided repeating 
any of - those arguments in favour of such northern extension of the Royal Cana , 
founded on our conviction of the interests either of your company or of the public, which 
were contained in our Memorial to the directors general, against your proposed extension 
of that canal westward, or in any of the documents which we submitted to the con- 
sideration or inspection. of his Grace in Council, on the hearing of the appeal now de- 
pending before him. But as being a matter not before stated, we take the liberty of 
pointing, out to vou, that even supposing the final destination ot the Loyal Canal to be 
the colheries in the neighbourhood of Lough Alien, as hitherto .proposed, the Royal Canal 
company, by adopting such northern line to that point, m- addition to the advantage o 
saving the expense of constructing and the delay of navigating- sixteen locks, wou 
nearly double their supply of water for the summit level of the main trunk of their canal, as 
into that summit, in addition to the water of Lough Owill, the sole, and (as we have been 
informed) the only attainable -supply for the present summit, the waters of the Rivei jJcel 
and of. several, considerable streams together, much exceeding the supply derived from 
Lough Owill, could be introduced. And if it shall be said that the water ot Lough (Lull 
reqim-es. no addition, we shall only observe,- that the water supplying the summit level ot -the 
Grand Canal, which we have reason to believe to be at least as considerable, and which tne 
Grand Canal company were informed by- engineers of great and. established character, 
would be sufficient for any probable extent of trade thereon, has proved to be not more than 
sufficient for its present limited and incipient trade,,. and that any similar misinformation o.i 
tiiat subject,' may be fatal to your company, by reason of a further supply for your present 
very elevated summit being unattainable. , . , 

But the arguments upon which we now most strongly rely; in audition to t.iose heretofore 
relied on, in order to shew the advantages which would accrue, not only to the Royal Canal 
company, but to the public, by the adoption of such -northern line in preierence to the 
western one, heretofore proposed by you, we take from the letter m the 22d day o October 
1805, addressed to your secretary by Mr. John Rennie, whom we presume you. w , 11 admit 
to be an engineer of the highest character in Great Britain, and from his Report expressly 
upon the said subjects to your Board, dated the 13th day of November 1806 rnh copies 
whereof you were lately so obliging as to favour us, and to winch we take die liberty of 

“ft now only remains ferns to add, that, as the giving the Royal Canal a northern direction, 
and the equalization of the tolls of the two canals, would remove all grounds oi Inutility, 



/ 
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- }’n j e alotfsy, or ctfm'p'e'fition between tfie'two companies, so the proposed junction of the two 

{* -and Canal.-, canals would produce a junction of their interests, and from thenceforth any extension 
from either canal would be in effect an extension of both; and the prosperity of one com- 
pany would promote the prosperity of the other, as well as that of the United Kingdom • 
and no competition could exist between them, except in performing good offices the one’ 
towards the other. 

By order of the Court of Directors of the Grand Canal company. 

The Court of Directors (Signed) Daniel Bagot. 

of the Royal Canal Company. 



No. li. (D.)— An Extract of a LETTER from the Directors General of Inland Navigation in 

Ireland, to the Royal Canal Company ; dated 23d October 1807. 

Directors General on Major General Pratt’s Report,- the 9th September. 

BEFORE they can form a decided opinion upon a subject involving so many consequences , 
they must request' further information. The difficulty stated by the general to have oc- 
curred in crossing the rocky elevations on Mr. Evans’s line to Tarmonbury, as well as to- 
Roqskey,- suggested by Mr. Rennie, by Ardagh to Longford, appear to be strong leasons for 
avoiding those lines if possible- But nothing is yet before the board to convince' them that 
an eligible liwe : is' not to be had suitable to the public advantage. The general’s observa- 
tion confirms the hope of benefits to be obtained by a communication with the collieries and 
ii‘on works' at Lough Allen, as represented by every engineer that has been over: the ground 
since the measure was first taken up by parliament, and as particularly stated by the 
gentlemen of the county of Leitrim. 

In pfoSScutiOn of this particular object, it does not appear from your map, that a favourable 
line may not be taken from Coolnahay to Ballinaloch, and from thence following up the- 
course of the Inny, and' passing to the north in the neighbourhood of Granard, and from 
thence to the Shannon, if not to R ooskey, perhaps in the neighbourhood' of Car-rick on 
Shannon ; if the collieries were the only object of the navigation,, it does not appear that 
such a line alluded to might not proveto be the shortest communication with the metropolis; 
but though a more circuitous line should be found necessary to be taken, the board do not- 
conCeive that circumstances should or would form a conclusive objection, because the more 
extensive intercourse of commerce between the country and the metropolis, would increase 
the public benefit equally with that of the company. 

From inspection of the general wrap of Ireland, it does not seem unreasonable to expect 
an easy communication with Lough Erne, from the neighbourhood of Granard, by river 
Erne, of which the board understand many miles are already navigable. 

Although this be' not ah object of the board’s present intention, yet certainly it would 
be a great inducement to seek for a north line to the Upper Shannon, by which your sum- 
mit might command such an important extension at a future day. If your line, by taking 
such directipff as herein described (for the board mean only a general idea,) can be brought 
th join' the Shannon a't any point between Lough Allen and Lough Rea, a communication 
with the counties of Leitrim, RoSeommon, Sligo- and Mayo, will be facilitated and en- 
couraged,- tending very much to' the improvement of the country and of your company’s 
passage trade : these considerations induce the board to desife yoit will cause a more north- 
erly line, to be sought out and levelled, sufficiently for general' information, and the difficulties 
ifi one point may not deter you from searching, for a practicable course, however circuitous, 
to the northern Shannon. Upon your further report, with such a survey, the board will take 
th'e Subject into speedy consideration. I am directed to add, that if the board should con- 
clude an agreement With you for the continuance Cf your line, the necessary expense of this 
survey will be allowed. 

By order of the Board, 

. (Signed) William Gregory, 

Loyal Canal Company. <j t i, N ov . 



No. 1.2.— Copy of a LETTER from Daniel feagot, esq. Secretary to the DifectofS of 
the Grand Canal Company, to William Gregory, eSq. dated 2oth February 1813 ; — 
inclosing a Petition of the Directors to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 

Sir, Grand Canal Souse, 20th February 1813. 

BY order of the Court of Directors t»f the Grand Canal company, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith their Petition, addressed to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, praying that 
his Grkce will be pleased to order to be transmitted to the Irish office in London, or to such 
department there of His Majesty’s government as may be usual in such oases, the. several 
maps, documents and papers therein mentioned, which were submitted to his Grace in 
council on the hearing of the Appeal depending in the year 1810, wherein the Grand Canal 
company were Appellants, and the Royal Canal company vvCle Respondents, from an adjudi- 
cation of the directors general of Ihlartd Navigation in Ireland, recommending a grant of 
public money, as an aid to the Royal Canal company for extending their Canal from Cool- 
naha}', in the county of Westmeath, to the river Shannon at Tarmonbury.; and also a copy 
of the Minutes of the parol evidence given on both sides on the hearing of that Appeal. 
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And as it is the wish of the directors of the Grand Canal company to avoid all further I. 
controversy with the Royal Canal company, the directors take this opportunity, with the Grand 'Canal. ' 
utmost respect, of suggesting to his Grace, that much trouble and expense to both parties J 

might be prevented, in case a clause similar to the 26th section of the Act of the 40th of Ilis 
present Majesty, chap. 51, should be by his Grace recommended to Parliament to be in- 
serted in any Act granting aid to the Royal Canal company. 

At the same time, I am directed to take this opportunity of requesting, that you will have 
the goodness to communicate to his Grace, that although the Grand Canal company would 
consider injurious the junction of the Royal Canal with the Shannon at any place so much 
to the southward as llooskey, mentioned in the Petition of the Royal Canal company, pre- 
sented to the House of Commons in the session of 1811, as recited, in the accompanying 
Petition, yet, if upon a due consideration of the subject by His Majesty’s government of 
parliament, after hearing the Grand Canal company, and receiving such evidence as they 
shall produce, it shall appear to the interest of the public, that the Royal Canal should be 
extended by or near the town of Granard, to the Shannon at llooskey, or to any place 
to the southward thereof, the court of directors would recommend it to the Grand Canal 
company not to resist the application thereto of any such proposed grant, let the amount 
thereof be what it may. 

Which point of junction of the Roval. Canal with the Shannon, at Rooskey, the court of 
directors beg leave to. observe, would be nearer to the northern extremity of the lake called 
Lough Ree, constituting part of that river, than the point of junction of the Grand Canal 
with that river near the town of Banagher, is to' the southern extremity of that lake, which 
has been considered by the directors general as dividing the river Shannon into the two 
■several parts thereof, called by them and by the Royal Canal company, the Northern and 
.Southern Shannon, 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Dublin Castle, 26th Feb. 1813. (Signed) Daniel Bagot. 

W. Gregory. - 



(Enclosure)-— No. 12, 



1 the > Appellants. 1 



The Company cf 
Undertakers of 
Grand Canal 



To his Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord 
Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland. 

The humble PETITION of the Court of Directors for 
the ordering, managing and directing the Affairs of 
the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal:—' 

Sbeweth, 

THAT in or about the month of January 1810, the Grand Canal company preferred 
their Petition and Appeal to your Grace in Council, against an Adjudication of the 
Bireeiors General of Inland Navigation, in Ireland, recommending a grant of about seventy- 
one thousand pounds, as an aid to the Royal Canal company for extending their canal 
from Coolnahay in the county of Wes.tmeath' to the river Shqpnon at Tarmonbury, which 
Appeal was founded on a clause contained in the Statute passed in the fortieth year of the 
reign of His present Majesty, chap. 51. sect. 26. By which it was enacted, that no canal, 
or off-branch from any canal, should be authorized by . the said Directors General to ba 
carried on, which should interfere with, approach towards, or be injurious to any other 
canal, without the consent of the company or undertakers of such canal. 

That on the hearing of the said Appeal, your Petitioners submitted to your Grace 
several maps and documents not stated or referred to in the publication entitled, “ Papers 
*' relating to Inland Navigation,” ordered by the House of Commons to be printed, 22a 
July, 1812, viz. amongst others, copies of the correspondence between the Courts of 
Directors of the two companies; copies of Letters of John Rennie, esquire, engineer, to 
the Directors of the Royal Canal company, dated respectively the 2 2d day of October 
1805, an( l 1 3 t h day of November 1S06; and of the Letter of the Directors General, dated 
the 23d day of October 1807, to the Court of Directors of the Royal Canal company, 
together with an original Map prepared by John Killaly, esquire, engineer, describing the 
several lines proposed or suggested by your Petitioners, for the extension of the Royal 
Canal, by or near the Town of Granard, to the northern part of the Shannon, and to Lough 
Erne; and several Maps were then also submitted to your Grace, on the part of the Royal 
Canal company, describing the original line of extension of that .canal to the Shannon at 
•tarmonbury, and the then proposed deviation from it. 

That by an Order of your Grace in Council, .bearing date the 14th day of July 1S10, 
made in the matter of the said Petition and Appeal, after having heard the evidence of 
‘several witnesses, and the parties interested, by their Counsel, the. said Adjudication of the 
Directors General was reversed. 

lhat by the clause under which the said Appeal was so brought by your Petitioners, it 
as enacted, that the decision of the Lord Lieutenant in Council upon any such Appeal, shall 
be final and conclusive, to all intents and purposes ; and so well aware were the Royal 
Canal company thereof, that they, in a Petition afterwards presented to; the House of 
Commons in tlie. Sessions . of the year 1811, stated, as your Petitioners believe, and humbly 
msist the truth is, “ that on the said Appeal from the order of the Directors General, your 
Grace and Council were pleased to- reverse it, as tending to the inj ury of your Petitioners, 
an opinion founded, as they the Royal Canal company conceived, not qn the small 

deviation 
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3 ° . . . Vnn«i hut nn a sreneral view of the consequences expected to 

.-.“. < ?T al ’bror°n t e a “ rto“„^ ^of G^’natd in the coumy of Westmeath, then lately sur- 

described in the bcfore-mentione 1 JP PW“ an/bfelieve that notwithstanding the reversal 
That your is final and conclusive to ail intents and pur- 

: of such Adjudication,^ Incl ” nted t0 parliament in the present session, for a grant 

poses apentionsnten d 1 1 i-J,, an , ount than that before mentioned, to be 

• of public money , to a muc Shannon at Tarmonbury aforesaio, 

applied to gmSthat purpose, would be, not only (as your pe.i- 

the application bf whicl^ P. J to the Grand Canal company, a violation of the 
tioners.aie advised) as oe § J , . f Parliament, and of the said decision 

principt^f die hefoie^eeited (danse, inutile said^Act^^ ^ petitioners humbly con- 

of your Grace in council 10 monev w hich might to the great advantage of the 

’cave, a misapplication of P. . of y ’ he Roya f Canal in other directions, into parts 
S”fSd L? P now enjoying the benefit of Inland Navigation, as demo, is, rated by the 

doing to avail themselves of ie f hem and a s to which, and the effect and 

0DeSaGth^2f W Sey^g leave to mention they perfectly concur with the foregoing 
statement of the Royal Canal cfeaijy m then: ^ d P«“ n wffl be pleased to ord<r t0 be 

Your Igrtronm Irish offl ce“in Aldon’, or to such department there of His Majesty's 
transmitted to the lusn ■ tl ,e several maps, documents, and papers, wh cl, 

fnlhoa copy' 1 *^ the of the pa?ol evidence given on both sides on the hearing of 



that Appeal. 

Grand Canal House, 20th 
February 1813. 

Dublin Castle, u6th February 1813. 
W. Gregory. 



Signed by order of the Court of Directors of the 
Company of Undertakers of the Gi and Caiial. 

(Signed) Daniel Bagot. 



„ , f nm the MINUTES of the Privy Council of Ireland, upon the case of the 

Extracts from the MW tUc r Grand Canal Company. ■ 

Tuesday, 9th January 1810. 

Ills Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Council. 

mTrpr a m j a rxtvml nf the Undertakers of the Grand Canal company, praying 
PETITION and Appeal of the UgaB a and of the Schedule and Estimate 

for copies of th \^ P “ d Aat d ,cy maybe allowed to lay esidence before Ins Grace and the 
“ d be heard b ? tbeit connsel 0,1 ,hls P 

-Iter that the same do come on to he heard on Saturday the January iustaul, at 

three o'clock in the afternoon,— Read— Signed. 

Saturday, 13th January 1S10. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Connell. 
PETITION of the Company of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, praying for certain 
Documents therein specified,— Read: And, co — from the proper office, of the 

Saturday, 27th January 1810. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, m Council. 

FOR hearing the Petition and Appeal of the Undertakers of the Grand Caiial company, 
Orders of the gth and 13th instant January,— Read. 

The Prayer of the Petition and Appeal,— Read. Counsel 
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Counsel for the Grand Canal— Messrs. Burton and W“ Johnson. 

Counsel for the Royal Canal— Mr. Serjeant Ball. < 

Debated. 

.. 0 R ,® E , that botl 1 1 ,P ait . ies be at liberty, to take copies from the proper office of the 
hue of Canal proposed by the Royal Canal company to the directors general of Inland 
Navigation, and ol the Answer of the directors of the Roval Canal com,, an? to the Memonsd 
of the Grand Canal company; also the Determination'* or Decision of die V , 
general on the stud Memorial and Answer, and of the Observations snhjoinL to the Sifi? 

E fcalfh * * 

be m °“ 

Friday, 6th April 1S10. 

His Grace Charles Dale of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Council 
THE further hearing of the Petition and Appeal of the Grand Cana! company came on. 
Counsel for the Grand Canal company— -Messrs W m Inlinmn c • 

■ Counsel for the Royal Canal-Mn S$anSi. 0n “ nd Scnven ' 

Mr. Johnson, for the Grand Canal company, states their case on tbp Stattnne .v , 
Geu. Ill and 40th Geo. III. and recites ^original SansTthe ^ 3 ° 

to Banagher, and the Royal Canal proceeding to Tarmonbarry • the deviation of rh R U 'f 
«d Ballymahon, and their intent, on of going into the ShftS, 

Friday, the 13th April 1810. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Council. 

FOR further hearing the Petition and Appeal of the Undertakers of the Graiid Cana] 

£S2 a “ d 

ssr ,o be * ** 

Mr. Serjeant Balt, for the Royal Canal, states that Mr T!,„„ m 
engmeer, traced a map of their inte/ded line, and a sc’aie in e^lanmim IhemT. 5 ' ' *' 

Mr. Thomas Townsend sworn, and examined. 

Mr ‘ Jonei, an engineer, sworn,, and examined. 

AStss a i sit* ft r der ’ and t 

Canak S r ^ Ver ^ aau011 the river fnne^, ^wmii^nmtmlal^h^itredie^rade of th^Grand 
iomlTthei^Sol acquainted with the river 

much to the injury of the Grand Canal. monbuiy, will operate very 

Mr Thomas Oldham sworn, and examined. Saith that he i« a fl . n j , 
several boats employed on the Grand Canal ; and that if the Rnvnl fan 1 ' and owner of 
a liberty to proceed by the river Innee into the Shannon it wiKl, C C0 “P an y are left 
ot the. trade carried on by the SSnoa ® Dublin * han *™- thWs ' 

ST*’, Sta,eS advantages 

...1, - -"d 

tended navigation to Tarmonburv ard tint fl „ T l!!,' T ' J C t ia J, W)1 receive in the in- 
*>ltld he highly injurious to thetiya] Canal cLpany.' 0 ” ° f Ca “ ‘° ,he " orth ''”d. 



79 ' 



^“ri be “ 5 ° f the said Petiti »“ »* Appeal, adjourned until to-morrow a 

Saturday 



H 
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Saturday, 14th April 1810. 

I jjj s Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Council. 

I N continuation of the heaving the Petition and Appeal of the Grand Canal company. 
Counsel for the Grand Canal— Messrs. W- Johnson and Scriven. 

Counsel for the Royal Canal— Mr. Serjeant Ball. 

Mr Scriven for the Grand Canal, states the benefits which would accrue to the Royal 
Canal' and the northern parts of the kingdom, were the sard canal extended towards Lough 

Eme which he can fully prove by the evidence of Mr. K.llaliy then- engineer 

Mr John Killaly sworn, and examined;— that he is well acquainted til l the intended 
line of the canal from Coolnahay to Ballymahon and Tarmonbury and is of opinion, th. 
if the said Royal Canal company would extend their line m a northern direction, it would 
' he of greater advantage to said company than in pursuing the line to Tarmonbury. 

° Mr Thomas Oldham sworn, and examined;— that the tolls demanded by the Royal Canal 
company being lower than' those of the Grand Canal, will oecasion the trade to go into 
the lloy al Canal, to the great injury of the other canal. 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and their Lordships, adjourned the further hearing 
of said Petition until Thursday the 19th day of April instant, at 12 o clock. 

Thursday, the 19th April 1810. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant; in Council. 

EOR further hearing the Petition and Appeal of the Grand Canal. 

Counsel for the Grand Canal-Mr. Burton, Mr. W“ Johnson and Scriven. 

Counsel for the Royal Canal— Mr. Serjeant Ball. 

Mr. Jnhmton, for the Grand Canal, states the losses sustained by them since the Royal 
Canal has arrived at Coolnahay, and produces . , . . 

Mr. Andrew Bagot, who being sworn and examined, particularizes the same. 

The further hearing of the said Petition and Appeal, adjourned to the Sthday of 
May next. 

Tuesday, the 8th May tSlo. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Council. 

EOR further hearing the Petition and Appeal of the Grand Canal company. 

Counsel for the Grand Canal— Messrs. Burton, W" Johnston, and Mr. Scriven. 

Mr. Serjeant Ball, the counsel for Jhe Royal Canal company, not attending by reason of 

the ' agent fer the Royal Canal company, and Mr. Burton the 
senior counsel for the Grand Canal, being ordered to attend his Grace and council, they 
accordingly attended ; and after answering several questions proposed to them, Ins Giace 
and. their Lordships adjourned the further proceeding of said hearing until Thursday the 
12th day of July ne^t. 

Saturday 14th July 1810. 

His Grace Charles Duke of Richmond, Lord Lieutenant, in Counsel. 

FOR further hearing the Petitio.n and Appeal of the Grand Canal company. 

Counsel for the Grand Canal company— Messrs. Burton, W” Jolmston and Scriven. 
Counsel for the Royal Canal company— Mi. Seijeant Ball. 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant and council proposed several questions to the counsel anil 
agents of both companies, which being answered, they withdrew; and his Grace came to the 
following determination . . . . 1 c ‘ 

His Grace the Lord Lieutenant-in council, having heard the Petition and Appeal of the 
Grand Canal company, from the adjudication of the Directors General of Inland Navigation 
that a line of canal from Coolnahay to Ballymahon, proposed by the undertakers of the Royal 
Canal company, is proper ; and which adjudication- was approved of by the Lord Lieutenant, 
and the LoWCommissioners for executing the office of Lord High-Treasurer of Ireland, on 
the fifth dav of December 1809 ; and having heard the evidence of several witnesses, and the 
parties interested by their counsel, his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, with the advice of the 
Privy Council of Ireland, adjudges, that the said adjudication of the said Directors Geneiai 
should be reversed ; and the same is hereby reversed accordingly. 

(True copy.) JohnMKay , 

V w Dr Clerk, C d . 
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Copies of CORRESPONDENCE between His Majesty's Government in 
Ireland and The Royal Canal Company, and other Papers ; — relative to the State 
of their Affairs, from the 24th November 1812, to the 15th of February 
1813;— Viz. 



No. ,.^-Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable 
Robert Peel to the Directors of The Royal Canal 
company; dated 31st October 1812. 

No. 2. — Copy of a Letter from Samuel Draper, esq. 
Secretary to the Directors of The Royal Canal com- 
pany, to the Right honourable Robert Peel ; dated 
the 10th November 1.812 ; — enclosing 
Copy of the Resolutions of the Magistrates and 
Freeholders of the county of Westmeath, at 
Mullingar, 24th March 1812. 



No. 3. — Copy of a Letter from the Right honourable 
Robert Peel to the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation . of Ireland ; dated the 24th November 

No. 4.— Extract of a Letter from the Right honourable 
Sackville Hamilton to the Right honourable Robert 
Peel ; dated the 15th February 1813 enclosing 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Killaly ; dated the 
9th February 1813, addressed to the Right 
honourable Sackville Hamilton. 



No. 1.— Copy of a. LETTER from the Right honourable Robert Peel, to the II. 
Directors of the Royal Canal company ; dated 31st October 1812. P^oyal Canal., 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 31st October 1 Si 2. 

I HAVE laid before the Lord Lieutenant your Secretary’s letter of 29th instant, enclosing 
four notices ; one addressed to you, the other three to boat-owners, threatening that if 
potatoes are brought on the canal from the country to Dublin market, the banks of the 
canal shall be again cut, and the boats sunk or burned. And his Grace has commanded me to 
desire you will acquaint me, for his information, what steps you have taken for the dis- 
covery of the persons concerned in sending the said threatening notices, and what measures, 
in your opinion, it would be most advisable to pursue for the discovering those persons, 
and for the preservation of the canal from injury. j j iave &c 

Directors of the < S ‘S ,,e<1) Boberl Peel. 

Royal Canal Company. The notices are returned herewith. 

Dublin Castle, 26th February 1813. 

TV. Gregory. 



No. 2. — Copy of a LETTER from Samuel Draper, esq. Secretary to the Directors of 
the Royal Canal company, to the Right honourable Roberc Peel ; dated the 10th 
November 1812. 

Sir, Royal Canal House, 10th November 1812. 

THE Court of Directors of the Royal Canal company have- the honour to acknowledge 
your letter of the 31st October, which they would have immediately answered, but that they 
thought they should be enabled to reply more satisfactorily to the second question you do 
them the honour of asking, relative to their opinion upon the measures it would be most 
advisable to pursue, for the discovery of the persons concerned in sending the threatening 
notices, and for the preservation of the canal from injury. 

In respect to your first question, of what steps have been already taken for the discovery 
of the persons concerned in sending such threatening notices, the Directors beg leave to 
reply, that immediately upon the receipt of them, they sent circular letters to the sevenA 
magistrates and clergymen of both persuasions, of the counties of Kildare, Meath, and 
Westmeath, acquainting them with their contents, and that they would give adequate 
rewards for such information as might, tend to prevent the injury apprehended, entreating 
the magistrates to use their authority, in repressing such outrageous proceedings ; and the 
latter to exert their influence, in pointing out to their several congregations the enormity of 
the offence, and the. injury that would- be done by such means, not only to the community 
in general, but to many already too much distressed and suffering individuals. These were 
steps, the benefit of which had been most sensibly felt by the Directors last spring, (when 
outrages similar to those now threatened, had been carried into effect) in the prevention of 
further mischiefs, and in at least. a reported repentance for what had been done. The 
Directors do not know' of any other means which they have the power of using, for the 
protection of the canal ; but they beg leave to suggest, that a legislative enactment, 
levying the amount of the damage done to their works, upon the district in which such 
damage was committed, as is the case for malicious burning, might be an effectual prevention 
in future. Mr. Rochfort, the chairman of the committee of the noblemen and gentlemen 
of the county of Westmeath, being in town, the Directors thought it would be prudent to 
have some communication with him, before they finally replied to your second' question : 
this communication was accordingly had, and he lias obligingly permitted them to state his 
feelings, which, it is understood, are those also of the other magistrates of the county, of 
Westmeath. He has, in the first place, republished the Resolutions entered into by them 
lust spring, upon the outrages having been committed on the banks of the Canal, and which 
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we beg leave to enclose to you ; but he observes, that the threatening notices are mostly 
/levelled against the -boat-owners carrying potatoes to Dublin, which he feels and acknow- 
ledges are leaving that country in such quantities, as in some sort to justify the apprehend 
sions entertained by the people of that country, of a scarcity. He is also of opinion, that 
•this is, in a great measure, owing to the lowness of the toll for that article upon the Royal 
Canal, being bui one half-penny per ton per mile, and amounting for the whole way, fro m 
hi ullingar to Dublin, only to one shilling and eightpence per ton. This enables the farmers 
of that country to send their potatoes to the market upon better terms, than those that are 
within five miles of the city, and occasions, as he apprehends, too great a quantity beinrr 
sent out of the country. It is therefore his opinion, that the Directors should increase the 
toll upon potatoes; but it was stated to him, that they had not the power, in consequence 
of their contract with .the Directors General of Inland Navigation. In corroboration of this 
opinion, the Directors of the Royal Canal beg leave tQ observe, that those of the Grand 
-Canal charge three halfpence per ton per mile upon potatoes, and that they have not re- 
ceived any threatening notices. 

By order of the Court of Directors, 

Right honourable Robert Peel, (Signed) Samuel Draper, Secretary. 

See. &c. &c. 

Dublin Castle, 26th .February 1813. 

IV. Gregory. 

(Enclosure No. 2.) 

Copy of the RESOLUTIONS of the Magistrates and Freeholders of the county 0 f 
Westmeath at Mullingar, 24th March 18x2. 

ROYAL CANAL. 

WHEREAS I have received a letter from the Secretary of the Royal Canal, company, 
stating they had information of several persons at Thomastown and' Mullingar, having 
threatened that breaches should be again made in the canal, if provisions are continued to be 
brought from the country to Dublin market. 

The persons using such threats, and all others concerned, are desired to take notice 
that the following Resolutions were entered into at Mullingar on the 14th of March last' 
which Resolutions still remain in full force, and will be acted upon with the utmost 
vigour. 

Gustav. Rochfort, Chairman of said Committee. 

Rochfort, 30th Oct. 1812. 

•COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. At a meeting of the Magistrates and Freeholders 

of the county of Westmeath, held in the Court House of Mullingar in said county 
on Saturday the 24th day of March 1812, convened by William Dutton Pollard, esq. 
high sheriff of said county, pursuant to a requisition of the Grand Jury of said county 
at spring assizes x 81 2 ; 

GUSTAVUS ROCHFORT, esqr. in the chair ; 

THE following Resolutions were proposed by Lord Delvin, seconded by Richard Nagle, 
•«sqr. and unanimously agreed to. 

Resolved, 

That all interruptions of the passage of provisions for the supply of the people of this 
country, is a lawless restraint upon the rightsof the industrious; and although we attribute it to 
‘the mistaken view that may be entertained by the idle and necessitous, yet we are deter- 
xnined to do all in our power to repress any repetition of such outrageous proceedings. 

Because it must tend to distress and starve the poor in places where provisions are scarce; 
because it is a discouragement to the industrious cultivator of the ground, who by his labour 
has obtained asuperfluity to dispose of; because, cutting offthe communication of the canal, 
will oblige the farmers to employ their cattle in delivering the grain, when all their efforts 
are at this season necessary to cultivate their land. 

Because it is an effort of the dishonest and the profligate to obtain the property of the 
honest and industrious for their own use, at an inferior value. 

In order therefore to discourage and repress, all acts tending to the above effect, we call 
•upon the industrious, the peaceable, and the well disposed members of the community, to 
join us for this laudable and just, purpose. 

And we call to the recollection of all people, the use the canal has beenin times of pressing 
scarcity to the inhabitants of this county, when provisions were brought in the year 1800, for 
their necessities from Dublin, the growth of foreign countries, without which many families 
would have perished for want. 

Resolved , — That we will make good the following rewards for such private information 
given by the friends of good order, by letter or otherwise, as may lead to the detection of 
any of these attrocious offences, and we will apply for the pardon of government for any 
person or persons, who may have been misled by misrepresentation or error to join, in such 
outrages (except the principal arranger or adviser of these infamous acts) ; and we resolve, 
-collectively and individually, to use every means within our power, to put a stop to those 
atrocities, and to bring the perpetrators to justice, and that a subscription be set on foot for 
ihese purposes, as well as for the particular prevention of such acts hereafter ; and we will 

further 
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further encourage and reward any person or persons (even although a party toit) who will give II. 
us such information of any intended assemblage for such unlawful purpose, as may lead R°y aI Canal, 
to the surprise and apprehension of the offenders in the act. — ' 

Refolved . — That a Committee, consisting of the following Noblemen and Gentlemen, be 
appointed to receive subscriptions, and pay the rewards for such information, and that three 
of said Committee shall form a quorum — ■ 

Sir Thomas Chapman, 

Honourable Thomas Peckenham, 

James Fetherston, 

Hugh Tuite, 

Richard Nagle, 

Thomas S. Whitney, 

John Fetherston, 

Alexander Murray, 

Reverend Henry Wynne, 

■ Reverend Thomas Robinson, 

Reverend Henry Dundas. 




William D. Pollard, Sheriff, 
Earl of Longford, 

Earl of Granard, 

Earl of Belvidere, 

■ Lord Sunderlin, 

1 Gustavus Rochfort, 

Lord Delvin, 

Sir Richard- Levinge, 

Richard Reynell, 

Tenison. Lyons, 

Edward J . Brisco, 



The sum of <£.300 shall be given to any person or persons giving information and pro- 
secuting to conviction whoever may be concerned in said outrages; and the sum of&soo 
■to such private information by letter, or otherwise, as may lead to the prosecution and 
conviction as aforesaid, or to the detection of the perpetrating of the offence. 

Ordered.— That letters shall be written to the Noblemen and Gentlemen composing the 

• Committee, who were not present at this meeting, informing them of their appointment. 

Ordered .— That the above resolutions, with a list for subscribers names, be left at the post- 
-offices of Mu lmgar, Kinnegad, Castlepollard, Kilbeggan, Moate, Athlone, and Castletown 
Delvin, for the signatures of such persons as may choose to subscribe for carrying -the said 

• resolutions into effect. J 0 

Ordered. That the above. resolutions be printed in the Westmeath Journal, .Patriot 
Correspondent, and Dublin Evening Post ; and that hand bills, with a list of the subscribers’ 

• and an extract from the act of parliament for the preservation of the works of the’ Canal be 
-.printed and posted in all public places,. and. at. licensed. public-houses within the- county! 

Gustavus Rochfort, Chairman. 
A Subscription having been then opened for the purpose of carrying the foregoing; reso- 
lutions into effect, the following Noblemen, and Gentlemen immediately subscribed the 
isums annexed, to. their names : — 



.W.D. Pollard 



£■ 100. 



^Gustavus Rochfort 
Lord Delvin 
Sir Richard Levinge -- 
Sir Thomas Chapman 
Hon. Thomas Peckenham 
William Handcock 
Henry Monk 
Richard Nagle - 
Robert Purdon - 
• James Fetherston 
Ralph Smyth, Barba Ville 
Thomas H. Smyth 
■Robert Cooke 
H. Tuite - 
-Jolm M. Berry - 
.John Fetherston 
•Robert M. Tighe 
Robert Smyth 
Thomas S. Whitney - 
Robert , H. Temple 
Edward J. Briscoe 
■ Alexander Murray 
•Joseph M. Daly 
Lord. Longford 
Lord Belvidere 





' Grand Jury : 
£. s. d. 




£. s. 


d. 


- 


100 


Ralph S. Gaybook 


— 


50 — 







50 


Gustavus Lambert 


_ 


50 — 





— 


100 — — 


William L. Nappier 


_ 


20 — 





- 


200 


John Hogan 


_ 


20 — 





. — 


50 


John Tisdall 




50 — 





— 


50 


J. C.. Lyons — 




20 — 





- 


50 


Edward Kelly 




20 — 





— 


50 


J. C. Lyons 


_ 


20 — 





- 


30 


Richard Reynell 


_ 


20 — 





- 


50 


Tenison Lyons 


_ 


20 — 





: — 


50 


William Fetherston 


_ 


20 — 





- 


50 


Hemsworth Usher 


... 


20 • — 





- 


50 


J. Swift 




20 — 





- 


50 


H. Hodson 




20 — 





- 


50 


Francis P. Winter 




20 — 





- 


50 


B. Maguire 




20 — 





- 


30 


Thomas Cuffe 


. 


20 — 





- 


40 


Tim. Bagnell 


_ 


15 — 





- 


30 


Thomas Shea 


. 


5 J 3 


9 


- 


30 


James Gunning 


- 


2 5 


6 


- 


30 


Robert S. Shea 


_ 


2 5 


6 


- 


30 


John Wilson 


_ 


1 — 




- 


20 


William Marshall 




5 x 3 


9 




.200 

100 


John North - 


- 


5 13 


9 



■-<1 2 p nc Geo. 3rd. chap. 30, sec. 11. — “ And be it further enacted by the authority 
u ,? iesa id> That from and after the passing of this Act if any person or person shall wil- 
u u y ail( J maliciously beat down, undermine, damage or destroy, or wilfully aid, abet, 
^ assist or set- on, in breaking -down, undermining, damaging, or destroying any bridge, 
u oe L weir, sluice, -aqueduct, funnel, flood-gate, towingpath or bank, or any reservoir, 
<( cut > dam, supply, drain or -watercourse, belonging, to any Canal or Inland Navigation 
u airead y made or hereafter to be made in this kingdom, all and every such person and 
persons being thereof lawfully convicted shall be guilty of felony, and shall be trans- 
ported, for seven years, in like manner as other felons are directed to be transported, 
Z9- M r “ by 
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IT. “ by the Laws and Statutes of the realm, or to be fined, whipped, or imprisoned, according 
Boy.ii Cartel. « to the direction of the Court before which such person shall be convicted.’ 

■' Dublin Castle, 26th Feb. 1-813. 

W. Gregory. 



Ko. 3.— Copy of a LETTER from the Right honourable Robert Pee], to the Dircc- 
tors General of Inland Navigation of Ireland ; dated the 2,4th November 1812. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, Nov. 24th 1812. 

I am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint you, preference to the former 
■communications which have passed on the subject of the affairs of the Royal Canal com- 
pany, that it is of the utmost importance that every information respecting them should be 
procured, before the consideration of them is renewed in Parliament, according to the 
strong recommendation to that effect of the Committee of the House of .Commons, appoint- 
ed in the last Session of Parliament to report their observations on the Petitions respecting 
the Royal Canal in Ireland. And as it is most desirable to ascertain, with the utmost 
accuracy possible, the probable expanse of effecting the junction of the Royal Canal with 
the Shannon at Tarmonbarry, 1 am to desire that an engineer may be employed without 
delay to form an estimate of the sum which would be required to be advanced, in order to 
complete the Canal -from it? present termination at Colr.ahay to larmonbarry, by the line 
originally proicc.ted, passing through the town of Barry, as well as by the proposed devia- 
tion from that fine, passing near fallvmahan ; and that he will report, in each case, witlnn 
what period the Royal Cana! could be completed to Tarmonbarry- . , 

And I am to request, that the said engineer may be directed to report his opinion whether 
any other line could be adopted, by which the junctipn of the Royal Canal with the 
Shannon at Tarmonbarry could be effected within a less time, and at a less expense, than by 

the adoption of either of those which have been suggested. 

When such reports shall have been made by the engineer, bis Grace desires you will 
Jay the same before him, with your observations and opinion thereon. 

Dublin Castle, 26th Feb. 1813. I have, &c. 

W. Gregory. . (Signed) R. Peel. 

Directors General of Inland Navigation. 



No. 4.— Extract of a LETTER from the Right honourable Saclcville Hamilton, to the 
Right honourable Robert Peel; dated Dublin 15th February 1813. 

Sir ... 

I have the honour to enclose to you the copy of a letter which I received this morning 
from Mr Killaly, and which I laid before our Board. We have directed a copy to be sent 
■to the Directors of the Royal Canal, earnestly recommending to them to lose no time m 
staunching the leaks, and raising the overfalls as stated by Mr. Killaly, in order to ensure 
a full supply of water for the 1 ensuing summer. We have also' desired to know whether 
they were obliged in the course of the last summer to restrict the -tonnage or draught or 
water of the boats on the summit, on account of a deficiency in the supply; when we 
recei ve their answer I will not fail to forward a copy to you. ..... 

Mr. Killaly is closely occupied in making out the plan, section and estimate 01 tne 
line from Coolnahay to Tarmonbarry, and I expect them, with his Report, m about ten days; 
they shall not he delayed in our hands. 

(Enclosure of No. 4.) 

A. Copy of a LETTER from Mr. Killaly ; dated the 9th February 1813, addressed to 
the Right honourable Saclcville Hamilton. 

■§};. Tullamore, February qth 1813. 

THE” surface of water in Lough ©will is now but ten inches above the summit level of 
the Royal Canal, being fourteen inches lower than it was in February 1810, and nearly 
three feet under the high water of the winters i8io and 1811. There is but six feet depth 
of water in the summit level at present, or five feet and three inches in the upper cill of the 

"^Discouraging as these circumstances may appear, I entertain little doubt that the Royal 
Canal, by proper management, (which I fear is not the case at present) may be abundantly 
supplied with water, as I understand there are some good streams going to waste between 
Mullingar and Coolnahay, that might be conveyed into the summit level ; and although 
those streams may not be very productive in summer, yet they would furnish a sufficiency 
of water in winter to prevent any material draught, during that season, from Lough Own), 
the waters of which should be carefully kept up until absolutely wanting. 

There is a smart leakage in the supply cut near Lough Owill, and also in the Canal, a 
little to the eastward of Mullingar ; besides there is a good deal-of water wasted by a tem- 
porary overfall near Codnahay. Those leakages should be staunched, and the overfall 
built in a permanent manner : indeed I should strongly recommend this and all the overfalls 
on the summit level to be raised to a height sufficient to keep up one foot more of water on 
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that level, which being twelve miles in length (exclusive of the supply cut) would in itself II. 
form a considerable reservoir. _ Royal Canal. 

I beg leave again to repeat my opinion that the Royal Canal may be abundantly supplied ' J 

with water if Lough Owill is properly managed and aided in the manner I have men- 
tioned. One foot in depth taken oft' its surface would produce 10,000 lockfulls for the 
trade passing over the summit, and a sufficiency of water may be had for the lower levels, 
both to the eastward and westward, without drawing any from Lough Owill. 

I have the honour, &c. 

The Right honourable (Signed) John Killaly. 

Sackville Hamilton. 




III. 

A Copy of a REPORT made by the Directors General of Inland Navigation in 
Ireland, relative to the Navigation of the River Barrow, dated 24th February 
1813, to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 



Navigation Office, 24th Feb. 1813. 

May it please Your Grace, 

W E humbly beg leave to represent to Your Grace, that we had a meeting on Monday III, 
last with the Directors of the Barrow Navigation company, for the purpose of con- Barro 

ferring upon the draft of a deed of contract, for the completing the works of tbat Naviga- Navig at 
tion, in pursuance of the approbation of your Grace, and the Lords of His Majesty’s 
Treasury, upon our representation of the 2d July last ; upon which occasion, those Gentle- 
men stated, that an action had been brought by a miller against the company, which will 
be tried in March, and upon the'event of which will depend whether the Navigation shall 
be confined to its present scale, or be finished upon increased dimensions. And that the 
company were therefore desirous of deferring any conclusion upon the agreement, until the 
suit shall be brought to a decision. 

W e have thought it our duty' to inform your Grace of this circumstance. 

We have the honour to be, with the utmost duty and respect, 



Y our Grace’s most obedient and most humble servants, 



(Signed) 

To his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 



S. Hamilton, Robt. Rutledge, Mich'. Burke . 



Dublin Castle, 26th Feb. 1813. 
W. Gregory. 
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